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A STUDY OF NEGRO LIFE IN TANF 


1927 


INTRODUCTION 


A study of NEGRO LIFE IN TAMPA was mide at the 
request of the Tampa Welfare League and the Tampe Young 
Menis Christian Association. This study was made by 
representatives of the Interracial Commission, the 
National Council of the Y. M. C. A., and the National 
Urban League. Tne object of the study was to determine 
the social needs of the Negro Comnunity, to ascertain 
the extent to which these needs were being met by exist- 
ing agencies, and to suggest a basis upon which to build 
a more effective social program. 

The supervisors of this study express apprecia- 
tion to public officials for access to records, to the 
special committee appointed by the hayor, to the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Tampa Welfare League, to the pean: i 
of Directors of the local Y. MN. C. Ae, and to the Fact : 
Finding Committee of the Negro Community, whose untiring 


efferts made this study possible. 


A STUDY OF NEGRO Lf FE IN TAMPA 


POPULATION 
Tntroduction 


Tn 1880 only 720 persons resided in Tampa. In 1925 Tampa 
had a population of 94,743. At present, March, 1927, Tampa and the 
4mmediately surrounding Metropolitan erea has a population estimated 
at approximately 150,000. 


. Tampa not only has grown more rapidly than most Southern 
cities, but is unlike the typical Southern city in that it is cos- 
mopolitan in type. instead of the population being made up almost 
entirely of Southern whites and Southern negroes, in addition tO 
meny Norther whites, 20% of the total population is foreign-born 
whice - Spaniards, Itelians and Cubans are most numerous. 


The foreign-borm whites are concentrated in Yoor City, 4 
city within @ city. Except for the area in Yoor City wnere the 
Cubans, irrespective of color, live intermixed, there is a general 
separation of the white and negro races. Although 4& few negrces 
own homes and others live in good rent quarters, the vest majority 
reside in the congested cheap-rent area. 


The Negro element, constituting approxirately 20% of the 
entire population, is cesmopolitan also. Of the States Negroes, 
more than a third have migrated to Tampa from states other than 
Florida, while there is 4 considerable element of British subjects 
$n addition to a large number of Cubans. 


Interracial contacts between the white and colored elements 
4n Tampa, as elsewhere in the South, are for the most part limited — 
to those of a business nature. The Negroes have separate schools, 
churches and lodges. Unlike most Southern civies, the Negroes do | 
not etrend any of the down-town theaters, no provision being made 
for Negroes. The common custom of using tne back of the street car 
for colored, is edhered to: the same practice is followed by intre- 
urben motor lines. Some of the interurban motor lines carry Negrces 
while in other instances separate busses are operated. A separate 
waiting room is previded at the railroad station. In the main, 
orthodox Southern traditions as to race relations, prevail in 
Tampa. 


Neero Population 


The Negro Population increased from 4,585 4n 1900, to 
18,583 in 1925, and to 23,323 in March 1927. + 


EGRO POPULATION OF TAMPA AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL POPULATION 


ON 


e e868 


* YEAR : TOTAL POPULATION : NEGRO : 
: : / > NUMBER 4 oF TOTAL : 
: 1900 : 15,839 ; 4,382 : 27.7 
; 1910 : 37,782 : 8,951 : 23.7 : 
. 1920 : 51,608 P55 SSL os 22.3 : 
1925 : 94,743 : 18,585 ‘ 19.6 : 
629027 . = ? s 23,525... : ? : 
HM ; $ 3 ° 


sThis mumber is arrived at on a basis of the number of heads of 
Negro families in Tampa es shown in Polk's Directory, March 1927 
(unpublished). The average number of Negroes per household in 
Tampa, was found by a count of four hundred representative Negro 
homes. Allowance was made for rooming houses and notels. 


SEX AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF NEGROES IN TAMPA 1927 + 


SEX_AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF SS eee 


_Wiaus bine tbat he eleenti-endt—otier got tone bad made og bt 


AGE : NEGROES : 

4 TOTAL MALE PeVvate ¢ 
-5 1588 805 783 
5-9 1852 904 948 
10-14 1986 ; 968 1018 
15-19 2115 904 1211 
20-24 2742 1128 — 1614 
25-34 5276 2389 2887 
35-44 4326 2253 2073 
45-54 5035 1780 1255 
55-64 328 161 . 167 
65 & unknown 75 57 18 
Total 25,525 11,549 13,974 
Under 15 5426 2677 2749 
15-19 2115 904 1211 
20 & over 15782 7768" 8014 


ecco sleep mete ee someone NCO 


Eine sex and age distribuvion of hegroes in Tampa in 1920, 
U. S. Census, and 1925 Florida Census, were used as bases for 
computation of sex and age distribution in 1927. 


Nativity of Tampa's Negro Population 


= 


The Negro Population is made up of many elements; the 
Negroes who were born in Tampa or near Dy; those who migrated to 
Tampa from other parts of Florida; those who migrated from Georgia, 
Alebama, the Carolinas and other states, and those from foreign 
countries. The relative number of each element is shown in the 
following table: 


Wegro Population of Tampa, By Nativity 
Based on 1925 ana D0 Census, and verified and brought to_ 
date by information from old inhabitants.) ahi 


| Reine Eat cies TR ee A een ese MEN”-eaete-aniinen sneer camearen eccsasamnerontcntm eternal alk J 


TOTAL :BORN. BORN IN OTHER STATES BORN IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


WEGRO : IN : : : : : : ; : 
POPULN: FLA. : TOTAL: GA.:ATA.:NC & SC: OTHERS TOTAL: CUBA: BRIT.P:OTHERS 


572 : 253 


03323 :13532:8978 :6460:762 168 


786 ; 790 


Fach element of the pepulation is in some way aifferent 
from each other. There was a combination of conditions in Tampa and 
elsewnere which led to the migration of hegroes from the other parts 
of Florida, as well as from other svaves and foreign countries. The 
greatest influx of States Negroes hes occurred within the past five 
years. 

The fact that much building wes being done in Tampa at the 
same time that the boll weevil end other conditions had made cotton 
growing unprofitable, doubtless accounts for the enormous numbers 
from other states. Florida quite netvreally supplemented her labor 
supply principally from Georgia, not cnly because of the condition 
of cotton renters in Georgia, but because of the nearness of Georgia 
as compared with the other states. The Cuban Negroes are attracted 
to Tampa, as are the White Cubans, by the cigar industry and the 
general chances for employment. because of the lack of employment 
for more, or even all the Negroes now in Tampa, Negro immigration 
has temporarily ceased. 


Negro Settlements in Tampa 


The majority of the Negroes in Tampa live in eight areas. 
Fach has its own churches, schools and other community centers in 
accordance with its age and character. In addition to consulting @ 
map, the following statement will indicates tne Gistribution, size 
ana character of the various Negro settlements. (1925 Precinct 
Population used as basis. Verified and brought to date by confer- 


ence with old inhabitanta.) 


West Hyde Park has a population of 2835. It is entirely 
surrounded by White resiaents. Tnis is cne of the old Negro Com- 
munities, and in addition to rent quarvers of fair condition, there 


are inany home owners. Tne population is remaining constant. Any 
vverfiow from this settlement goes to College Hill. 


West Tampa, along with the "Scrubbs" and College Hill, 

‘s the incoming Negro. Rents are cheap. This section of the 
y nas many new houses. The houses are poor in this area, sani- 
‘y conditions are very unsatisfactory. It has a population of 
1, most of whom are new comers, some few being Cubans. 


West Palm Ave. Section, including the settlement on 
Hichlend, Spring end other streets along the east side of the river, 
has &@ hegro population of 2478, which remains practically constant, 
overflow going to College Hill. Home owners and good rent quarters 
are prevalent. Old inhabitants live in this area. It is entirely 


surrounced by white residence section, business area, and river. 


Robles Fond has a population of 315 - all old inhabitants - 
many home owners. It is one of the oldest Negro neighborhoods in 
Tampa. The Negroes lived in this area first, but it has been sur- 


rounded by Whites and is now confined to its former boundaries. 


Tampa Proper, including the Central Avenue Section and the 
"Serabbs" (See Nap), is a unit only in that it occupies contiguous 
territory. Tne population of the area is 8362, by far the largest 
number in any one area in the city. North and west of the "Scrubbs” 
some of the best Negro homes are located. While within the "Scrubbds" 
the cheap rent quarters attract the new comer and the generally poor- 
ly paid. The overflow from this area goes to College Hill or West 
Tampa; College Hill usually attracting a more stable group than 
West Tampa. 


Ybor City is the center of the foreign-born Negro popula- 
tion. The Cuban Negroes live intermixed with the White Cubans’ in 
this area. The majority of the British Negroes also live in this 
section. The population is 896, and is becoming greater by reason 
of the fact that many of the foreign-born Whites who are leaving 
this area and settling south of Michigan between 15th end Nebraska 
Streets, are being replaced by Negroes from the Garrison settlements. 


t part. The cheap rent type persons predominate in these settle- 
“ts; most of them are old inhabitants. 


College Hill, with the exception’ of West Tampa, which can 
expand northwesterly, is the only Negro community in Tampa which is 
not surrounded by write residents, railroads, industrial establish- 
ments or bodies of water. In short, it is the natural overflow for 
tne Negro population of Tempa. With a population of 4094, some of 
Vnom ere home owners, Colleges Hill bids fair to become in a few 

rs, With the possible exception of Tampa proper, the largest 
ro sG@ttlement in Tampa. 


In addition to the above mentioned settlements, most of 


which have more or less Gefinite 


White residence areas. 
of the landiord's lot an 


Most of 


limits, 200 Negroes live in the 
these occupy @ house on the back 


dG work for him and his family as yard 
tender, chauffeur or domestic servant. 
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HOUSING AND SANITATION 


£ Preface 


pes ae OE 


By Dr. E. C. Levy, City Health officer. 


In order to get a correct conception of housing conditions 
fer the colored population of Tampa, it is necessary to consider cer- 
tain factors in connection with the picture of existing conditions 
as presented. 


The rapid growth of Tampa during the years 1924 and 1925, 
tegether with the exaggerated values placed on all real estate, re- 
sulted in a very abnormal condition. Lots held at exorbitant prices 
were occupied by shacks practically unfit for habitation, but under 
these circumstances the property owners were unwilling to remodel or 
repair these shacks, wishing only to get whatever rentals were possi- 
ble, pending disposal of the lots. 

Next to be consicdersd is the number of annexations which 
have been made to the City of Tampa in recent years, the last on 
Jamary ist, 1925, taking in large sections which had been greatly 
neglected in the past. A considerable part of certain of these sec- 
tions wes occupied by colored people. No serious attempt had been 
made to deal with these conditions until re-organization of the City 
Health Department in September, 1925. The progress which has been 
made since then should be taken into account in any fair considera- 
tion of the housing problem of both white and colored. On the Gate 
last mentioned, there were over 4500 open privies in the City of 
Tampa. Somewhat over S000 of these were done away with under orders 
of the Health Department from January 1926 to March 1, 1927. Water 
closets and sinks have been installed in these houses. This number 
covers practically all premises to which sewer and water are avail- 
able, the only exceptions being in the case of property whose owners 
have obstinately refused to comply with repeated notices. These 
cases are being dealt with through the Municipal Court and are rapid- 
ly being attended to. 


The city has been active in the extending of sewerage, and 
projects now under way wiil enable us to do away with several hundred 
more yard privies. In sections of the city not yet reached by sewer- 
age and water, it is impossible, of course, to install weter closets. 
In every instance of this sind, the open privy has been done away 
with and a fly-tight pail privy instelled. - 


Up to the spring of 1926, the city furnished scavenger ser-~ 
vice to only approximately 400 or 500 premises out of the 4500 with 
cpen privies. This service hes been steadily improved until at the 


resent Lime weekly scavenger service is rendered to all premises 
with peil privies. This 4s done without cost to either tenant or 


owner. 


Statements of tenants as to the inadequacy of garbage ser- 
vice should be carefully inquired into, as there is no section of the 
city in which garbage service is not supposed to be rendered at least 
cwice a week. If tenants bury or burn their garbage or in any Wey 
fail to put it in proper containers: at the proper places for collec- 
tion, it is obviously their own fault that it is not collected. In 
most sections of the city, garbage service is rendered at least three 
times a week and in certain limited sections, daily service is given. 


It may be noted that the worst Negro sections referred to 
in this report had claimed serious attention on the part of the City 
Health Department long before the survey was started, and as noted in 
tne survey, one of the worst of these sections ("Red Quarters", with 
sts 22 shacks), has been vacated as the culmination of months of wor”. 
"Rellaire Park", or Lincoln Park as it is better lmown, nad been the 
subject of many conferences petween the City Manager, the City me_i- 
neer, the Superintendent of Water Works, and the City Health Officer. 
The Gifficulties in getting-this section sewered and watered were | 
many, but at the time this report was written, sewers hed already 
been installed in every street and since then, water mains have also 
been laid. This section at the present time is the scene of great 
activity; carpenters and plumbers are busy, and within the next four S 
weeks, every house in this section will have its water closet and 
sink: the old privy buildings will be torn down, the wells filled, 
and the open courts thus left will be cleaned, and it is to be hoped, 
even beautified. Fifteen months work: have been required to bring 
about this heppy result. va 


owners of this class of property have so long been accus-~ 
tomed to the toleration of conditions under which not only many of the 
Negroes of Tampa, but also meny of its white people lived, tnat 4 
large percentage of them resent anything in the way of coercion aimed 
at bringing about improved conditions. 


-  -No one familiar with conditions as they existed at the end 
of 1925, can fail to be impressed by the progress which nas been 
meade in the face of great difficulties. 


HOUSING AND SANITATION 


General Statement: 

Housing and sanitation in Tampa are to be seen in the 
light of local conditions. As ws stated at the cutset, Tampa's 
growth has been phenomenal. Negroes, as well as whites, have poured 
in by the thousands - congested sections became more congested. 
Weather conditions in Tampa are also a part of the local situation: 
the mild winters permit a minimum of shelter. The contour of the 
Jand provides for little natural drainage. 


After a brief statement as to the method and personnel used 
4n the study of housing and sanitation conditions in Tampa's Negro 
neighborhoods, definite situations will be described. 


Method : | } 


By means of a properly, arranged house ecard, detailed infor- 
metion was had for approximately 400 Negro living quarters in Tampa. 
of the 397 cards tabulated, 71 dealt with Negro home owners; 505 with 
white ownead Negro rent aarters, and 21 with Negro owned rent quarte- 
rs. 


Representative streets were selected for study. The home 
owners show the following distribution: 25 in College Hill on 17th 
Ayenue between 22nd and 29th Streets; 16 miscellaneous, including 
some of the best Negro homes: in Tempa; 13 in the West Palm Avenue 
section; 17 in West Hyde Park on Oregon, South Dakota and Willow Sts. 
The white owned Negro rent quarters - 30 in the old Garrison, Caesar 
and Curberland Streets; 36 in the "Scrubb", Harrison and Governor 
Streets; 44 in "44 Quarters" off Nebraska Avenue; 14 in West Tampa, 
Riverside Drive; 46 in Belleair Park section between Spruce St. and 
river; 15 in College Hill, Iucky Lane and 28th Street; 21 in "Red 
Quarters", Lafayette and Drew Streets; 18 on Riverside Drive off Main 
Street; 8 in College Hill, 25th Street; 35.in Ybor City on 4th and 
5th Avenue betveen 14th and 15th Streets; 16 in West Palm Avenue scec- 
tion; 21 in West Hyde Park, North A, Fuller and South Dakota Streets. 
Colored owned colored rent marters distributed es follows: 9 in the 
"Scrubb"; 7 in West Palm Avenue section; 5 in West Hyde Park on 
South Dakota Avenue. 


Volunteer colored workers, who after being schooled as to 
exact use of the house cards and provided with a sheet of detailed 
instructions, collected the data on housing and sanitation. 


- Negro home Ownership 


It is estirsted that there are approximately 950 Negro home 
owners in Tampa. These homes are scattered throughout the various 
legro settlements, usually on the outer edge of these settlements 
and at such places as conveniences are most available, and are conse- 
quently most prevalent in Vest Hyde Park,along West Palm Avenue, 


where'the City Health Department is now getting in sewers, in the 
College Hill section and in Tampa proper north and west of” the 
Sorubb". As a general proposition, the new home owners reside in 
Gollege Hill, while the oldest homes are situated in West Hyde Park, 
West Palm Lvcnue and north and west of "he Scrubb". Not a few of 
these Negro vesidences are modern in every respect; others are only 
shacks, while the great majority are mediumly well built, equipped 
and kept. . 


N 
A study of “occupations of the home owners, the length of 
pesidence, the size of family, etc., vary from district to district. 
The folicwing facts are available from the study of 71 Negro homes: 


Average length of residence - 8. 8 years 

Wunber of residences of 6 months or less, 6 - 4.43 of total 

Number of residences 3 years or more, 49 - 69% of total 

Ayverace number in family including lodgers - 4.1 

Lyverace number per family under 15 years of age - -.96 

Kurmber of families with children under 15 years - 50, 42% of 
total ' ‘ 

Averace number of lodgers per family - 48 

lucber of families with lodgers - 15, 21.1% of total 


Lverege mumber of rooms per house - 6.19 
hverece number of oceupied bedrooms per house - 2.57 
Bathing facilities: Shower - 9 


Tubs -40 
None - 22 
Inside conditions: Good - 55 
Fair - 15 
Bad - itl 
Veter sources: City: piped to the home - 59 
Yard hydrant - 8 
Well - 4 
Toilet: Water Closet inside - 49 
. " outside shared by one family - 11 
" ae e ° ' two families - 7 
Privies + 4 
Garbage Cans - 66 
Boxes 5 
Garbage collected: Daily. - 10 
semi-weekly and weekly - 61 
Sereens: Well screaned - 46 
poorly screened - 12 , 
no screens - 13 
Roof: sound - 59 eae? : 
leaking - 12 
Structure: Painted frame - 65 
Brick - 2 
others - 4 


In general, as is indicated by the table above, by the nunm- 
ber of homes which have inside water and sewer connections, bathing 
facilities and regular garbage collection, the Negro home owners live 
in the mest choice locations available for Negro residents. Twelve 


out of the seventy one houses had leaking roofs. These homes are 
owned, for the most part, by people with very meagre incomes = 3 Were - 
common laborers, one an ice man, and another employed in domestic 
service. Speaking in general, the home-owning Negroes who have suf- 
ficient funds, keep their homes in very good repair. 


The occupations of Negro home owners are laborers, physi- 
cians and barbers showing the greater percent, while there are mite 
a few ministers, insurance agents, government employees, contractors, 
hotel workers, brick masons, business men, and a few hotel porters 


ana domestic servants. 


Detailed comparisons of specific conditions as to housing 
and senitation will be made between Negro home owners and Negro 
renters. 


Negro Tenantry 


Quarters available for Negro renters are located througnous 

the Negro neighborhoods in Tampa, Some are well constructed and well 
equipped, while others are pocrly built, crowded and devoid of either 
water or sewer connections. Most of the rent quarters are one story 
frame buildings and among the most recently completed, the "shot pun" 


type of house is the most prevalent. 


Before describing the several types of rent quarters avail- 
able, the following array of general information about housing anc 
senitation of Negro tenantry is listed. As stated above, the inform- 
tion from which this data was compiled, was collected from 326 rent- 
ing families, widely distributed. 


Average length of residence - 2 years 7% months 


Average weekly rent - $5.28 

Average number children under 15 years per family - pea F 
Percent of families with children under 15 years - 48.2. 
Average number lodgers per family - 795 

Percent of-families with lodgers - 31% 

Average number in family - 4.55 

Average number of rooms per family - 4 


Average number of occupied pedrooms per family - 2-95 
Bathing facilities: Shower - - 
Tibs - 67 


. None - 259 

Tnside Conditions: Good - oo 
Fair - 127 
Bad - 146 
Water Source - City: Home - 144 
Yard - 85 
fell: ~ 97 
Toilets: Water closed inside - 114 
: ¥ ” outside - - 
serving one family - 53 
n two families - 47 


" three . ja a6 


Privies serving one family - 38 
” ft two families - el 


nN tt three " ou 17 ; ° 
st Garbage containers: Cans - 275 
art, Boxes - 29 


, None - 22 
Collected: Daily - 71 
Otner - 211 
Never - 44 


If 75% or more of the Negroes in Tampa reside in rented 
quarters, ana if the above specific stems of information are repre- 
sentative of the housing and sanitation conditions, then in round 
numbers, 5,500 Negroes Sn Tampa ere drinking wacer from surface wells, 
3,100 are using outside water closets shared by two or more families, 
3,000 are using privieés, 50% of which are shared by two or more fami- 
lies, 1,100 have no garbage receptacies, and 2,250 have no garbage 
disposal service. 


At the very outset, comparisons between the home owners and 
renters are significant. The home owner residence is tnree times 4S 
long; the family is smaller; the lodgers are fewer and children less 
numerous : 


Home Owners Renters 

hverage length of residence - 8 years 93 months 2 years, 7% mos. 
Per cent of residence of 6 mo.or less - 8.45% 34.72 
Per cent of residence of 376 or more ~ 69% 20.7% 
Average no.chilaren per fomily 

under 15 years - ,96 1.16 : 
Per cent of families with children . ° 

under 15 years 42% 48.2% 


Average number of lodgers per family - .48 -75 
Percent of families with lodgers » . 21.1% 31% 
Average size of family - 4.1 4.55 


Averege number of rooms per family G.ae 4 
Average no. of occupied pedrooms per 
family - 2.39 2.9 


Te conditions as to bathing facilities, water source, toilet 
facilities and garbage disposal, are too obvious to comment upon. 


WEEKLY RENTS IN 1926-27 
(Date obtained from manuscrips of Dr. tT. J. Woofter - Negro 
Contacts in Cities - anpudlished) 


- City Dwellings Reported Rent per room Rent per aGvelling 
Southern Cities: 
Tampa 326 $1.32 $5.28 
New Orleans 103 1.18 4.52 
Memphis 110 1.16 Sele 
Louisville 205 1.00 4.54 


Weekly Rents in 1926-27 (contimed) 


Dwellings reported Rent per room Rent per dig. 


City 


Soutnern Cities contd. 
Charleston 295 
Richmond riwee Oe 147 

Northern Cities: 

New York (Hariem) 74.7 
Dayton 84 
Philadelphia . 1932 
Indianapolis 96 


Negro rates are decidedly higher in Tampa than in 
the other five southern cities listed. 


4n most Northern cities. 


a 


Types of Negro Rent Quarters in Tampa: 


Types of Negro 


91 
-88 


1.66 
1.19 
1.57 
1.13 


Date of rent quarters in four sections 


spate the different types of garters 4a 
gests certain cheracteristics of the ni 
of lodgers, children, size of family, etc. 


vailable. 


Riverside W. Palm Ave. 


Drive 


14 houses 


Length of residence 6 mos. 
Weekly rent $6.00 
Percent of families with 
children under 15 years 42.8% 
Percent of families with — 
lodgers 35.7% 
Average no. lodgers per 
family 86 
Average size of- family 
4ncluding lodgers 4.57 
Rooms per house © 4.1 


Occupied bed rooms per house 2.35 
Percent with bathing 


facilities 100% 
Using city water 100% 
Using water closets 100% 
With garbage service 50% 


The short residence on 
that these rent quarters, until recently, were 
The long residence in Red Quarters seems to 


valent and that family, 


renters. 
low rents. 


Section 
16 houses 


62.6% ° 


25% 
237 
4.63 


4.3 
2d 


44%, 
100% 
81% 
90% 


Wote that lodgers are more pre 


including lodgers, is decidedly larger. 


Any statement of housing and sanitati 
tenantry would be incomplete without the exact 
fie conditions in certain sections. 


Perhaps the 


3s given to i 
This data also sug- 
sighborhoods, i-€.- prevalence 


Bellair 


Park 


3.97 
45.4% 
15.2% 

.39 


3.11 
4.46 


7.16 
6.00 
7.95 
5.68 


any of 


3. 


Red 


Quarters 
46 houses 22 houses 


3 yrs.13 mos 1 yr.7 mos 5 yrs 93 ros 
$7 00 


57.7% 
47.6% 


Riverside is explained by the fact 
Snhabited by white 
pe due to the 


on conditions of Negro 
description of speci- 
pest rent quarters 


Rents are lower in Tampa than 


iuS@- 


now oocupied by Negroes are located in West Tampa on Riverside Drive. 
These houses which are practically new, and until recentiy occupied 
by white renters, have Four rooms, water connection, inside closets 
and bathtubs, All fourteen are locaved on or within nalf a block of 
paved street and are not especially crowded. The rent is $6.00 per 
week. Although there is no other group of houses evailabie for Negro 
renters as good es the fourteen just described, there are several, 
many of which are even better, scattered here and there in West”. 
Hyde Park, College Hill, West Palm Avenue section, and in Tampa pr‘o- 
per. Many of the houses have more than four rooms and the rents ran- 
ge from $6.00 to 10.00 per week, depending $n mein upon the number 
of rooms, conveniences, and the number of lodgers. Tne best hegro 
rent quarters are located in such areas as Negro home ownership is 
most prevalent. : 

The medium type of quarters, neither best or worse, can be 
4llustrated by briefly Gescribing two or three sections. Although 
the best quarters in College Hill are generally fair, chere are put 
few water and sewer connections. The streets are little more than 
sand beds, while there is 4a minimum of street lights. Garbage ser- 
vice is very poor, most families stating that it is collected, as 4 
general rule, once every two weeks. 


West Hyde Park has 2 considerable proportion of good rent 
quarters, most of which have water and sewer connections and weekly 
garbage service. 


" Forty-four quarters" also can be used to illustrate this 
type, although 4% has many characteristics rigntfully belonging in 
the best rent auarters. For example, each house hes inside water 
and sewer conveniences and daily garbage service. Other conditions, 
however, are not so favorable. A string drawn around the 44 houses, 
would reach around the Hillsboro Hotel about one and one-third times. 
In other words there are forty four houses on & site but little 
larger than the area covered by the Hillsboro Hotel. in "Forty-four 
Quarters", including sidewalks on all sides and the alley called 
Stella Street in the middle, there is an average of 1,047 square feet 
per house. Tne house itself covers 650 square feet, leaving an aver- 
age of 397 square feet for yard, sidewalks ana the alley, or Stella 
Sireet; ‘two and one-half feet on the side, shree feet on the back 
and nine feet in front. : 


tn this area where 44 families live, there are 37 children 
under 15 years of age, and 56 lodgers. A grand total of 212. A 
person on an average to every 222.1 square feet. A density of 


-~ 


125.520 per square mile. 


Immediately back of "Forty-four Quarters" the municipeally 
owned males ere hidden from view by a board fence, wnile on one side 
there is, (in lieu of storm sewers), an open Gitch conteining stag- 
nant water. These houses rent for $4.50 per week. This petch of 
ground yields approximately $10,000 a year. Doubtless & good invest- 
sent when considered solely in the light of the monetary “income. 


Winature "Forty-four Quarters" have sprung up in many sec- 
tions of the city. College Hill, for example, has a smaller plot of 
lv covered with houses. Unlike the parent situation, 
there are no water om sewer connections, and garbege service is very 
Snadequate. Rent is $4.00 per week. Another is located in West 
Tampa. Again there are no water and sewer connections. Garbage 
Gisposal is very poor. 


Mere is a likelihood that "Forty-four Quarters", in terms 
of the life en@ health of the city, is the most dangerous piece or 
property in Tampa. Not only because of the conditions which exist 
there, but because it has served as a standard for the construction 
of other rent quarters which are less well located in terms of water 
and toilet service. ; 

The conditions which obtain in the cheapest rent areas, 

ana which ere most unsatisfactory, from the point of view of housing 
end sanitetion, are very numerous and widely scattered, but particu- 
larly prevalent in West Tampa between Spruce Street and the river, 
in "The Scrubb", and the’ old Garrison section. The poorest rent 
quarters in Tampa are not the oldest. Although "Red Quarters", loca- 
ted between Lafayette Street viaduct and the Union Station, are very 
bad in some respects and the dilapidated houses in the old Garrison 
area are also quite unsatisfactory, the section around Bellair Park,- 
West Tampa, is decidedly worse in general. 


"Red Quarters" (condemned by the City Health Department), 
4s made up of dilapidated houses, with three or four small recoms 
each. This group of houses are particularly unsightly, to say noth- 
ing of unhealtnful. Practically every one leaks; the porch roofs 
feil to stop even the sunshine. A cluster of eight chronically stop- 
ped up outside water closets are available. Nine houses heave cans 
for garbage, four have boxes, while eight have no receptacles at all. 
Fourteen families reported that garbage was collected weekly, while 
seven said that it was never collected. Several of the inhabitants 
stated that they disposed of garbage by burying it. Two surface 
wells, one out of commission, provides water for the 22 families. 

135 persons use this well, including 23 lodgers and 37 children under 
15 years of age. Rents average $3.05 per week. The length of resi- 
Gence is surprisingly long, 50% of the families having occupied the 
same quarters for six years or longer. This long residence is doibt- 
less due in most part to the extremely low rent. Paved streets are 
on two sides of these houses. 


"Red Quarters", on an out of the way lot, has been placed 
in the heart of the city by the recent expansion of the business dis- 
sict and the construction of the Lafeyette Street viaduct, has been 
concemned by the City Health Department and will be vacated immediae- 
tely. Within a few years, if the city continues to grow, this bunch 
of shabby houses will be replaced by a warehouse or factory. The 
growth of the city doubtless will also wipe out the shacks in the old 
Garrison section. 


(See Dr. Levy's preface for present status following section) 


The conditions west of North Boulevard between Spruce St. 
and the river, are almost unbelievable. There are no sewer cormec~ 
tions, no water connections and seemingly no garbage collection. Out 
of 46 families studied in this area, 34 used privies, 33 of which 
were shared by two or more families. The houses in this area are of 
the poorest type and construction and are crowded. The "shot gun" 
type prevails: i.e., a frame house with four walls, roof, floor and 
two inner doorless partitions. A door at the front and back, while 
windows are on one or both sides, depending uvon whether more than 
one of these apartments are under one roof. Practically one-third 
of these houses are double apartments. Rents for this type of mar- 
ters range from $3.50 to $4.50 per week. 


The sanitary conditions are very poor in this area. In 
-addition to inadequate facilities for garbage disposal, it appears 
that the inhabitants never clean up their own back yards. In such 
cases as these it must be remembered that the sanitary department 
-gannot be held responsible for conditions that are due in no small 
degree, to the lack of co-operation on the part of the renters. In 
short, many of the renters fail to discharge their own responsibili- 
ty in matters of garbage containers. 


Just here it should be said that the City Healtn Depart- 
ment is cognizant of these conditions and is correcting them at no 
slow rate. It should also be stated that many of the property owners 
comply with the orders only when compelled to do so, and thus seri- 
ously impede the progress of .the Health Department. 


A statement from the City Health Department shows that 
approximately 3,000 privies in Tampa, located in white and colored 
sections alike have been condemned, and according to present plans, 
many more will be replaced by water closets within the next few 
months. Even when the present orders are complied with, at least 
1,000 privies will remain within the city limits until reached by 
sewer and water connections. A considerable proportion of these are 
in the Negro rent areas. 


This whole program however, as stated above, is slowed up- 
by rent owners who have for one reason or another, failed to realize 
the need of these fundamental rem irements for health and sanitation, 
ana by their delinquency, have forced the Health Department to con- 
demn the property until the specifications have been complied with. 
Scores of houses in "The Scrubb" and other sections of the city, 
white and colored as well, have been condemned because property ownss 
failed to install the water and sewer connections reqired. . 


Two conditions obtain in Tampa at present which makes pro- 
gress in better housing and sanitation a slow process: getting water 
and sewers extended, and when this is accomplished, getting property 
“owners to install water and sewer connections. Low rentals and the 
poorly constructed type of house, keeps the property owners from 
making any improvements they can avoid. 


In spite of the cheap rent quarters which have been crowd- 
eG on many entire blocks in West Tampa en& elsewhere to make it poss- 
ible to realize a satisfactory income from property procured during 
the period of inflation, and in spite of tne fact that water and 
sewer connections will, in many ceases, Tecuire an outlay from the 
property owner equal to the value of the house, and in spite of the 
fact that it will cost, in some cases one year's gross rent to make 
the connections, the public welfare of the city demands it and the 
city can do no less, even in self-defense, than protect itself. 


HEALTH 


7 


rersonnel of Committee and Statement of Methods 


The information in this report was compiled by a Negro com- 
ee composed of Dr. j.A.Butler, Assistant City Physician, Mrs. 
ne Norton, registered city nurse, Mrs. Daisy Young, register- 
cy nurse, and hrs. Preston Pughsley, registered nurse. 


The merbers of the Health Gommittee were conveniently sit- 
neared for the gathering of the facts. By virtuve of their position, 
they were able in a large measure to rely on information gained 
through personal experience. This information was supplemented how- 
ever, boy careful interviews With hospital superintendents, managers, 
ersonal study and observation, and information furnished the commit- 
ae through the offices of Gounty Physician and the Department of 
ealt 


The first floor of a two story frame pbuilding - a ward 
with serenteen beds accommodating seventeen patients, with an annuel 
appropriation of $5,800 a year, ($600 of this amount used for drugs), 
4s the municipal hospitalization provided for the Negroes of Tampa. 
Out of due respect for the splendid woman, Mrs. Clara Frye, wno 
founded this institution, ana who for years furnished the only hospi- 
to1 facilities for the Negro people in Tampa, this report is reluct- 
ent to point out the lack of provisions in this institution, for ont 
a few people know what Mrs. Frye has given in her efforts to maintai? 
nig hospital. In the light of these facts, we feel that the respon- 
sibility for the condition would be misplaced, were we to criticise 
the owner - and surely adverse erizicism is not the spirit of this 
report. 


It must be stated however, that the housing space is inace- 
quate, that the building is non-fireproof, that there is no definite 
meaicel supervision, inadeauate provision for necessary drugs, no 
official supervision of the city's interest, and no definite provis- 
sons for the care of maternity cases. 


The upper story of this institution is used for the acconmo- 
Gation of private patients. It has a sleeping porch with four beds, 


eight private rooms containing fifteen beds, an open ward with ten 
beads, and an operating room. 


The other Private Institution for the accommodation of the 
: BN pee eT ke a ee oe eee ei E 
sick, is the Venezuele Small Sanitarium. It is a small two story 
frame structure, formerly the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Small. ‘There 
ere six rooms, accommodating eleven peds, an operating room, toilet 
end bath. 


These two institutions, with the Tubercular Sanitarium and 
s i 


County Farm, constitute the entire hospital facilities for Negroe 
Tampa. 


nh 


Two graduate nurses and seven student nurses serve the 
Clara Frye Hospital. One graduate nurse and three student nurses 
serve the Venezuela Small Sanitarium. 


County Hospital and Poor Farm 


The County Hospital, caring for those suffering from incur- 
able Giseases, the old, infirm and homeless, is under the general 
supervision of the county physician. The building and environment 
are kept in the very best sanitary condition: food is excellent 
and the best treatment is accorded the inmates. In addition to che 


three white nurses, one maid and one orderly are in constant attend- 
‘ance. 


Capacity of the hospital for Negro patients, is thirty beds. 
Due to the long residence of the patients, there is always a waiting 
14st and many who need to be there, are not always able to get in. 


Tuberculer Sanitarium 


The county and city support this institution jointly. The 
pbuilding is designed and constructed along modern lines, end tne 
patients are under the care of a competent specialist with two hegro 
graduate nurses in attendance. fMfhis institution accommodates eignt- 
een patients. The same treatment is accorded white and Negro patients. 


Clinical Facilities for Negroes 


In the City Department of Health, Negro indigents are re- 
ceiving the same treatment that is accorded the whites. A daily 
clinic is conducted in the same building for white and Negro patients 
the white city physician serving white patients, the Negro assistant 
city physician serving Negro patients. An average of five hnaunared 
Negro patients are treated at this clinic each month. 


Baby Clinic 


By no means the least of the clinical facilities provided 
by the City Health Department for Negroes in Tampa, is the sSeaoy 
Clinic which is conducted on Wednesday of each week from two to three 
Pp. M. At this clinic, babies from two weeks to six years of age are 
examined and a@vice and treatment given by a physician whose services 
are volunteered. He is assisted by two nurses from the City Health 
‘Department. 

This clinic is of recent establishment: it represents one 
of the many creditable health features instituted by the present 
City Health Officer since his incumbency. This clinic is already 
assuming large proportions, an average of fifteen babies uncergoin 
examination and treatment each week, and is serving a very vitel and 
far-reaching need. 


Negro Physician 


Nine Negro physicians are in Tampa, and all are graduates 
and hold diptomas from creditable medical schools. They have passed 
the Floride State Board of Nedical Examiners, and are regularly li- 
censed practitioners. Thsse physicians depend exclusively upon 
Negroes for patronage ana support. However, the Negro physicians do 
not get all of the Negro pavronage. It is safe to say that not more 
shan 55% of the Negroes in Tampa patronize Negro physicians. The 


remaining 45% is distributed among white physicians and specialists. 


Fees charged by Negro physiciens are nominally uniform and 
in conformity with those charged here and elsewhere. For day visits 
&3.00; office consultation 32.00; night visits $5.00. 


Negro Dentists 


Four Negro dentists, graduates of creditable dental schools, 
supply dental facilities for the colored people of Tampa. It is eS- 
cimated that a larger percentage of Negroes patronize Negro dentists 
than Negro physicians. 


Negro Nurses 


Two Negro nurses ere provided by municipal funds, both of 
whom are graduate nurses end are rendering satisfactory service. One 
of these nurses has been on the city's pay roll for six and one half 
years. Her work embraces house visits to the sick and attendance 
upon daily clinics. She is a graduate of Grady Hospital, Atlanta,Ge., 
ana has had wide experience. The other city nurs6 comes from St. 
Agnes Hospital, Raleigh, North Carolina. Her work embraces health 
nursing in the public schools. Since entering this service she has 
saken summer work at Columbia University. 


There are fifteen Negro graduate nurses, four under-gradue.- 
te, and two practical nurses. Vihiie all of these nurses are permitt- 
ead to engege in the practice of their profession, only seven of this 
numbsr are registered nurses. Schedule of prices follows: Graduate 
nurses $45.00 per week for twenty-four hours: under-graduate nurses 
$30.00 per week for twenty-four hour Guty: practical nurses (for 
obstetrical cases), £30.00 per week for twenty-four hour duty: prac- 
Mere nurses for regular cuty $25.00 per week for twenty-four hour 

uty. 


Negro Midwives 


=v 
child. Midwives are néc¢ess 
the majority of Negroes requiring obstetrical service are unable to 
pay the physician's fee for same. Since they are. necessary, they 
should be regulated and their knowledge of midwifery improved. 


Some years ago the city code was made to include a special 
section on the practice of Midwifery, and while from time to time 
some ettention has been given to this and courses of instruction 
have been given midwives, it wes not until about a year ago that the 
present City Health Officer inaugurated a regular course of instruc- 
tion in Midwifery which follows the code, and midwives are not allow- 
ead to practice without having conformed to the law. This includes a 
course of ten lectures, standing examinations, submitting to regular 
supervision, including the supervision of obstetrical bags, méthods, 
etc., and due observance of necessary personal hygiene. When inau- 
gurating this course of study the City Health Officer secured the 
services of one of the leading obstetricians of Tampa to give the 
opening lecture, the remaining lectures in the course being given by 
the City Health Officer and the Health Department nurses. 


ng & class of nineteen completed the course last year, passed 
e satisfactory examination and all were granted certificates. The 
second annual course is now (March, 1927) being held, with an enroll- 
ment of twenty-six, of which number seven are midwives who attended 
lest year and are voluntarily ettending this year. This course of 
instruction, which offers a thorough practical knowledge of midwife- 
ry, iS as you see, @ permanent and reguler feature of the City Health 
Department's program for the improvement of health conditions among 
Negroes. | 


This Department is available at all times for furnishing 
information and advice to the midwives in all phases of their work, 
and they are advised and urged to avail themselves of the advantages 
thus provided. All of which is a distinctly forward and commendable 
step in health reguiation which cannot fail to reduce the health 
hazard of expectant mothers as well as infant mortality, much of 
which has heretofore been traceable to inefficiency on the part of 
midwives. 


The fee charged by midwives for attendance during labor 
and the lying-in period, is twenty-five dollars. Tne fee charged by 
physicians for professional services in normal labor and the lying- 
in period, is thirty-five dollars. The difference in fee appears 
small, but it makes a tremendous difference to the family whose in- 
come is not sufficient for normal living. 


Accessibility of Negro Physicians to Hospitals 


Authority for administering medical and surgical aid to 
Negro charity patients confined in the hospitals, was originally 
delegated to the Hillsboro Medical Society (white). This society 
still appoints the staff of white physicians who are given absolute 
control of this service, no Negro physician being permitted to serve 
in this capacity. Of recent years however, dating from the appoint- 
ment of a Negro city physician about two years ago, as a result of 
the wnite physicians having feiled or refused for the most part, to 
respond to calls for service on these patients, an effort has been 
mage to have this work turned over to Negro physicians. This has not 


peen done. The result is that except for the service rendered these 
unfortunates by the essistant city physician and the nurses at the 
hospital, little or.no medical or surgical attention is given them. 
The work of the -assistant city physician, which requires attendance 
upon @ daily clinic, daily visits to city stockace, house visits, 
office consultations and treatment, calls to police station, treat- 
ment of ex-service men for the Red Cross, etc., is of such volume 
that it is physically impossible for him to adeaustely serve all of 
the hospital patients and give any attention to his private practice, 
being only @ part time employee of the Health Department. In fact he 
is not expected to do this work, and even if it were possible for 
him to render this service in addition to his other duties, it would 
still be advisable that the Negro vhysicians be permitted accessi- 
bility to this work, which would furnish excellent clinical material 
for advancing and perfecting their knowledge of medical science, thus 
enebling them to render more efficient service to théir constituents. 
If the white physicians find it advantageous to contribute gratuitous 
service to the city's indigent sick for the purpose of adding to 
their kmowlecsce and skill, then how much more so for the Negro phy- 
sicians, whose advantages and opportunities are so much more circum- 
scribed, that they be granted the same opportunity, especially when 

’ they are but asking that they be allowed to serve their people. 

This brings us to an analysis of vital statistics for 1926 
and the presentation of health problems arising from local condi- 
tions. 


Vital Statistics 


Out of a total of 2710 births reported ‘to the Bureau of 
Vital Statistics in 1926 for Tampa, 477, or 17.6% were colored. 


Stillbirths in Tampa in 1926 


TOTAL WHITE de COLORED 
NUMBER % OF TOTAL 
204 108 96 47% 


These figures are quite significant when it is remembered 
that the Negroes make up but approximately 20% of the total popula- 
tion, no less than when the relative number of births are considered. 

Deaths, exclusive of Stillbirths, Tampa,1926 


by TOTAL WHI TE Sores > EOLORED 
NUiBaR  % OF TOTAL 


1612 1078 534 838g 
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fpproximately half es many Negroes as whites died in Tampa 
QO = . . . ee « . . @ be] - 
in i926. Assuming that no births escaped registration, the deaths of 
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Nexrues in Tampa for 1926 exceeded the births by 57. Of the 554 
Negro deaths in 1926, 323 or 60.4% were male, and 211 or 39.6% were 
female. . . AS 


+ 


Comparison of Vital Statistics for Whites and Negroes in Tampa , 1926 
(An estimated population of 120,000 within prescat city iimits 
3,323 of whom are Negroes, is used as basis for compilation) 


ITEM : RATER PER 1000 POPULATION 
: WHITE : NEGRO 
Births : 23 : 20.1 
Stillbirths ; 1.1 : 4.1 
Deaths (Exclusive of : : 
stillbirths ) : py : 22.9 


Negro Deaths Between Fifteen and Forty-four Years of Age 
NEgro -* 


Further analysis of the statistics revealed the fact that 
50% of Negro deaths in 1926 occurred between 15-44, the most produc- 
tive period of life. The 1925 State Census shows that 62.1% of the 
Negro population are between 15-44, and from this class as just 
stated, 50% of the 1926 deaths occurred. Although all must die 
somewnere beyond 45, many of the deaths now occurring between 15-44 
covld be prevented.. It must be borne in mind however, that taber- 
culosis and some other prevalent diseases, result in death between 
the ages of 15-44, the most productive period of life. The fact 
that in Tampa 50% of Negro deaths occur between 15-44, is not an 
unusuel thing. Another point to be noted in this study when analy- 
ging the number of deaths in this period, is the number of homicides. 
42 homicides reported out of 534 deaths, is approximately 8% of all 
the deaths. It is a well kmown fact that most homicides occur be- 
ween 15-44. 


Knowing therefore that so many causes of death in the most 
productive period of life are preventable, more attention should be 
given to removing the causes. 


Major causes of all deaths by diseases, were as follows: 
Nephritis, homicide, tuberculosis, organic diseases of the heart, 
pneumonia, diarrhea and enteritis, cerebral hemorrhage and softening. 
The following numbers and percentages of ‘total deaths from these 
causes, occurred between 15-44. 

Wephritis - 18 out of 42,or 42.8% 

Homicide - 38 out of 42, or 90.5% 

Paberculosis - 37 out of 41, or 90.2% 

Organic disease of heart - 15 out of 40, or 37.6% 
Pneumonia - 20 out of Sl, or 64.5% 

Cerebral hemorrhece and softening - 7 out of 25, or 28% 
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It should also be mentioned that a large number died of 
dislihnea and enteritis within the first twelve months - 22 out of 
27, or 81%. . 
Time did not permit further analysis of vital statistics 
to determine the percentage of white deaths in Tanpa between 15-44 
for the year 1926. Comparisons are made, however, with statistics 
taken from the "mortality statistics tables" of the U. S. Bureau 
of Census 1923, for the death registration area of the U. S.,, 1923. 


Deaths between fifteen and fourty-four years _ 
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YEAR : RACE TOTAL DEATHS DEATHS BETWEEN 15-44 


: NUKBER =: % OF TOTAL 
Sgn Meaty Tae ee era ree aaron tae inser sinerenseetsensineamendilealtateesdiatinseemonehereciady 


Tama : 1926 : Negro 534 267: 50% 
Florida : 1923 : Negro 5,744 2,178 : 38% 
Florida : 1923 : White 8,366 ey 20% 


Note that more Negroes than Whites died between the ages 
of 15 and 44 in Florida in 1923. Although the figures for Tampa 
in the table above, were collectéd three years after those for 
Florida, and consequently cannot be entirely accurate for comparisoi:. 
they do indicate that there was in Tampa an excess of Negro deaths 
within the 15-44 age period. There was doubtless a disproportionate- 
ly large number of Negroes within this ege grouping in Tampa as com- 
pared with the state, since. most of the new-comers are of this age. 


A comparison of the white and Negro deaths however, in 
Tampa in 1926, reveals the fact that while the population stood at 
& racial ratio of 4-1, the racial death ratio was approximately 2-1: 
thet is, the Negroes in Tampa, in spite of the large numbers between 
15-44, Gied nearly twice as fast as the whites. 


Comparison of Chief Causes of Negro Deaths in Tampa in 1923 and 1926 


TAKES 19 | TARPA 1926 
10.5% of total deaths Tuberculosis 7.7% 
5.2% cerebral hemorrhage and softening 4.7% 
4.4% of total deaths - Pneumonia 5.8% 
25 of total deaths ~ Diarrhea -~ enteritis 5% 
7.6% Nevnritis 7.8% 
2.4% % 


% Homicide 7.8% 
PAE NCE Seale BONEN ERIN NBER mais y-amipeiee ne nated k_ - Mandidaciedwinhatt 


The percentage of deaths from tuberculosis and cerebral 
hemorrhage in Tampa, wes less in 1926 than in 1923 by 2.8% and .5% 
respectively. On the other hand, the percentage of deaths resulting 
from the following causes, was greater in 1926: Diarrhea and enteri- 
tas nephritis .2%, pneumonia 1.4%, end homicide by an increase 
Cc Ze ‘ 


Deaths by Occupations 
One hundred and elighty-eight Negro laborers died in 1926, 


67 housewives, 28 women who did laundry or some work at home, 25 
acmestic servants, 25 laundresses and steam pressers, 19 profession... 


orers, 9 cigar makers, 9 porters and 
chaffeurs. Included in the remaining one hundred and fifty-two,most 
any 


and business men, 12 skilled lab 


of whom were too young to have occupation, 121 being less than 
15 years of age, were 11 whose occupations were not known. 


Negro Health Problems 


The high infant m mortality, the great percentage of "still 
births" among Negroes in Tampa, is significant in spite of the fact 
that the United States Bureau of Census for the death registration 
area of the United States in the mortality statistics tables of 1925, 
has revealed that the same ccntition obtains very generally among 
Negroes. The apparent fact hcwever, that there were more deaths than 
births in 1926, is significent, and if after careful study it can be 
proven that instead of carelessness in registration, such a situation 
actually obtains, immediate study of contributing causes should be 
inaugurated. 


The proDlem of health is inevitably a part of housing, san- 
itation, recreation, hospitalization, employment, wages and hours. 
Adequate hospital facilities to take care of the large number of 
Yegroes whose lcw economic Set oF make it impossible for them to 
employ professional services, would Goubtless go a long way toward 
relieving the situation. A lerge percentage of Negroes are common 
laborers and domestic servants and wages for this class are usually 
too low for them to care for themselves properly when sickness comes. 
Along with this economic pressure that forces some to work, even 
though sick, must be added those who, out of sheer ignorance, stay 
on their feet until their stete of health is beyong restoration. 

This is the situation too often of the tubercular patients. The 
County Physician, who is in charge of the County Tuberculosis Hospit- 
al, states that the majority of Negro cases that have gone to the 
sanitarium, were those who for some reason or other, stayed on their 
feet until the last stages of tuberculosis had been reached - hence 
death. 


Even one not any of the $1,250,000 hospital bond money 
is available for a Negro hospital, and in spite of the recent defeat 
of the proposed $500, 000 bond issue, $100,000 of which was to have 
been used for the construction and equipment of a Negro hospital, the 
Negroes have implicit conficence in the city officials and believe 
that in their efforts to secure available funds for the completion 
of the hospital on Davis Isilend, they will also make provision for 
adeqmate hospitalization f € 


The poor housing ccniitions as obtain in certain congested | 
sections of our city, namely Wee quarters", "Scrubbs",. "The Garrison" 
“Red Quarters", "Tineoln Paric” ,» etc., no doubt contribute their share 
to poor health conditions. About fifteen months ago, when smallpox 
appeared in Tampa, as it did in so many cities in the United States, 

_ the SYORSSS and unsanitary sections of the city naturally gave more 
opportunity for the spread of the disease. It mst be borne in mind 
Sane that the presence cf smallpox is Gue to absence of vaccina- 
tion end not to poor housing conditions. 


Even in the more congested sections, where housing condi- 
tions are bad, there are many things the Negroes themselves can do 
to make their environment more healthy. Many are ignorant of the 
ordinary laws of health and sanitation; some are careless with no 
pride anc. put forth very little effort to improve the conditions 
under which they live. A striking example of this is Lincoln Park 
in West Tampa, some sections of the "Scrubbs", the Garrison, and Red 


Quarters. 


The large number of still births and premature births that 
result in death, point out the urgent need of prenatal education 
among Negroes, especially among the very poor and the ignorant. The 
fact that economic pressure for a livelihood compels many to stay on 
their feet ten or more hours a day, plus gross ignorance on the part 
of expectant mothers, doubtless accounts in a large measure for the 


. alarming number of still births among Negroes. 


As pointed out elsewhere in this report, 81% of deaths 
caused by diarrhea and enteritis, occurred between the time of birth 
and one year of age. This speaks very effectively for a larger pat- 
ronate of the free baby clinic of the Health Department. It argues 
further for a larger appreciation and patronage of the two Negro day 
nurseries - The Helping Hand and the Kiddies Safety Harbor - for 
many of these mothers do not know how to care for the infant, while 
others have to work and leave the babies in ancompetent hands. 


Finally, people need play and recreation. A monotonous 
life is not conducive to health and longevity. As will be shown in 
the report on recreation, aside from church and home, there are not 
many worth-while places for Negroes to g0, and after long hours of 
toil, no place for wholesome recreation. Parks, playgrounds and 
adequate recreational facilities in general, would most likely con- 
tribute to the lowering of the high death rate among the Negroes in 
Tampa. 


\ * 


RECREATION AND AMUSEMENT 
INTRODUCTION 


What the people of a neighborhood do during their leisure 
hours, determines to no small degree the type of person which a 
néignborhood produces: especially is this true of children, a large 
part of whose "business" is play. Among grown-ups, the type of citi- 
zenship, no less than the quality of service rendered during the work 
period, is conditioned by recreational and amusement opportunities. 
it is because of the relation between recreational and amusement 
opportunities and citizenship that it is generally conceded that 
public recreation is a function of municipal gcvermment. 


The recreational needs of the Negroes in Tempa, as in 
other Southern cities, are accentuated by the congested conditions 
‘of their rent quarters. The rent quarters ere small and close toge- 
tner. They are sitvsaated on unpaved streets and narrow alleys. Bath- 
ing facilities are scarce: garbage is often uncollected. The whole 
conditicn is such at the Negrcets home that he needs a place away 
from home where he can go. 


Public Recrsation and Amuissment 


Tens of thousands of dollars are spent for maintenance of 
parks in Tampa: Bachmann's Million Dollar Band returns each season: 
water frent, river or bay, is on three sides of the city. 


Tampa has a Negro population of 23,323. No public park is 
provided for them. Negroes are not allowed in the city parks except 
in the capacity of servants. Although Tampats water front is almost. 
unmeasured, neither a public swimming pool nor a beach is provided 
for Negroes. The city does not provide any equipment whatever for 
the recreation of the general Negro public. As stated elsewhere in 
this report in commecticn with the disproportionately large number 
cf Negroes arrested, activity exists whether supervised cr not. In 
other werds, in the absence of recreational facilities for Negroes, 
an unusualiy large number seek recreation which results in arrests, 
showing clearly that activities exist in spite cf a lack of public 
recreaticnal prevision. Tampa is not only failing to provide re- 
creational opporsunities for 20% of her people, but she is failing 
to provide any recreational opportunities for that element of her 
pecple whe live in the cheap rent area where congestion is greatest, 
where private yarcs are almost unktiown, where sanitation conditions 
ars poorest, where the people are least able to previde recreational 
facilities for themselves. The city ccnsequently, is failing to 

atest need of 
putlicly proviced recreational facilities. The oniy public play- 
groune for Negroes of Tampa, is the small area about the several 
rutliic schcols. 
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The Negro schools, with tne exception of Harlem Academy, 
have practically no rlayground equipment. A Negro playground direc- 
tor has been-empldved by the city. She gives from one and one-haif 
to five hours to ech of the six schools weekly - a total of nine- 
teen hours. In the absence of pleyground equipment, her activities 
ere limited almcst wholly to group games of a most elementary nature. 
Although the ectivities of this play director are of inestimable 
value to the school children, she is handicapped in that she has too 
many to supervise them properly, and also in that she has practically 
no equipment. Not ersn anything equal to this inadequate and some- 
wnat superficial supervision is afforded the Negro community in 
general. 


fhe Harlem Librery 


Tne Her 
existence approximately six years, but nct systematically conducted. 
The failure to find & suitable site for a library building, greatly 
hincered the Library Board in conducting the branch under favorable 
conditions. In January cf 1926, an office space was rented where 
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en attsmpt is od 
lation. It is the expressed plan of the Library Board to build a 
library for Regroes in the near future. 


The follcwing excerpt, taken from the September, 1926 
4ssue of the Library Journal, gives some idea of the extent to which 
the attempt to meet this long felt need, was appreciated by Tampa's 
Negro pcpulation: 


"Wnen tne Tampa Public Librery opened its new Harlem 
Branch in its unpretentious quarters, it had only hoped 
for the interest of the children. In that it was net dis- 
appointed, for they came with satisfying eagerness, swel- 
ling the juvenile circulation from 3,880 to 5,156, whicn 
is about the total number of books circulated by the branch 
in its o14 quarters. But an unexvected delight was the 
interest shewn by the adult colored population which had 
always been anathetic when the book collection was housed 
in the club-house of the local Urban League, and soon came 
requests for everything from fiction to "Freud's ‘General 
Introducticn toe Psychoanelysis! and a 'book on Psychotheropy”, 
sought by an alert, well eGucated cclored doctor. 

Tempa's colored pcpulation is a little over 17,000 


part in tneir 

the enceureEce 

ment cf the litrary py the youngsters, tcpped by the in- 
terest of the adults who want the life of Henry Drummond, 
Walt Whitman's "Leeves cf Grass", and the works of 
DeWitt Telmege." 


The following are some of the books the Harlem Branch has 
by Negro anthors, according to classification: 


CLASS : ‘TITLE AUTHOR 
Philosophy - ~-------- Character Building ----- Booker T. Washington 
Religion ---- Education of the Negro Minister Daniels 
Religion ---- History of the Negro Church ----Woodson 
Seciology --- The Gift of Black Folk -------- Dubdois 
Sociology --- The Negro in American History - Cromwell 

The New Negro ----------------- Alain Locke 
Tuskegee: Its people ---------- Booker T. Washington 
Fine Arts --- Religious Songs of the Negro -- M. Work 
Literature -- Color ------------------~------- Countee Cullen 
: Complete Poems ---------------- Danbar 
“ Book of American Negro Poetry Johnson 
‘ Harlem 'Sha@ows -<¢---~-22--. on Claude McKay 
" Negro Orators and their Orations Carter G. Vioodson 
Biography --- Story of my Life and Work ----- Booker T. Washington 
i Up from Slavery ----------«.-.«- " " " 
Reference --- The Negro Year Book ----------- M. N. Work 
Fiction ----- The Gonjure Woman ---------~---- Charles Chestnut 
. The Wife of his Youth --------- " " 
* Count of Monte Christo -------- Alexander Dumas 
: Ten Years Later sl 22.2. e a. th n n 
ig The Three Musketeers ---------- " " 
. Folks from Dixie -------+------ Dunbar 


The Heart of Happy Hollow ----- " 


The following are books the library has about Negroes 
by other authors: 


Unele Remus Stories ----------- Joel Chandler Harris 
In Ole Virginia --------------- Page 

Uncle Wash: his stories ------- J. T. Moore 
Religious Folk Songs of the Negro Fenner 

Hampton Series of Folk Songs -- Natalie Berlin 
Negro Poetry in América ------- Beatrice Norton 
Negro Foets and their Foems --- R. T. Kerlin 


At present the Branch has 3, 500 or more volumes, of which 
rumbper the greaver part are juvenile bocks. The Branch is patro-~ 
nized mainly by the children betveen the ages of seven and seventeen 
years, therefore, every effort is made to try and keep the children's 
division well supplied. The adults, though few in number, are con- 
stant readers, and keep the librerien making constant demands for 


nere reading matter. Although the ecult collection is limited, many 
times the readers ere supplied with Docks on various topics by a 
loan from the main library, showing tnat @ cooperative spirit exists 


between the members of the staff ana tne Harlem Branch. 


‘The weekly circulation of the Franch, is between 300 and 
550, with about two-thirds of that number being juvenile circulation. 


Tne library at present, has but one worker - a traine 
assistant is to be placed on duty in tne near future. ; 


The librarian is a well ecucated young woman - eae graduate 
of the Floride Agriculture and Mechanical College, with one year at 
Fisk University and a short course in the Louisville Public Library. 


Public Comfort Stations 


It should be pointed out just here, that public comfort 
stations for Negroes in Tampa are confined to the railroad station 
(for passengers), and to a few of the large stores, usually marked 
"for colored help". No provisions are made even in the City Hall 
for colored citizens who report there regularly to pay their taxes, 
water charges, et cetera. 


Private Recreation 


There is no Y. M. C. A. or ¥. W. C. A. for Negroes in 

Tampa. The Boy Scout organization does not have any colored members. 
Such private recreation as is proviced for Negroes in Tampa, is the 
result of the various fraternal orders or sport-loving individuals 
who can afford it. Throughout Tempea's Negro population, there are, 
of course, individuals and groups who maintain automobiles, private 
pool tables, radios, libraries, and ctner facilities for their own 
recreation and amusement. 


There are two colored organized base ball teams in Tampa: 
The Young Men's Progressive Association, and the Booker T. Washington 
High School Team. These teams use the space around Lomax School and 
€ vacant lot on Jefferson Street as their "Park". There is one 
privately owned, endon account of ineufficient funds, poorly kept 
tennis court at the corner of Constéint 
confines privileges to membership and friends. 


Commercial Recreation and Armmsement 


Commerciel recreation and smusement for Negroes in Tampa, 
is limited to tnat of parks, theatres, dance halls, and pool rooms. 


But one park of any kind is available to Tampa's 23,000 
Negroes, and this park, Bellair Park. by name, located in West Tampe, 
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privately owned, poorly located, and unsatisfectorily managed, is 
to2 small and poorly equipped to meet the needs of the Negro com- 
munity. In reality, Bellair Park is nothing more than a vacant lot 
on the river front with a pool and dance hall. The pool is mite 
unsightly because of half-sunken barges nearby in the river, and 
+24 cans of all descriptions, and other rubbish and filth on and 
near the bank immediately below the pool. The dance hall, although 
well ventilated, is of very cheap construction. This so-calied 
Park has no trees, no animals, no playground equipment -- in short, 
i+ has nothing to offer to the general Negro public. 


Two combination Motion Picture houses and Theatres serve 
the Tampa colored public. The Central Theatre on Central Avenue, 
4s of brick construction and has a capacity of approximately 2,000. 
Ventilation and sanitation are extremely bad. The Maceio Theatre 
4s located on Central Avenue, corner Scott Street; “brick and frame 
structure, seating capacity about 500: ventilation and sanitation 
equelly bad. 


At one of these theatres the management in advertising a 
wild west show, was allowed to display guns, pistols and other 
weepons outside the theatre for the purpose of attracting the. crowd. 
Large numbers of young men between ten and eighteen, assembled during 
the dey to observe. The show was typical of the Gisplay. outside. In 
the picture, all of the rcbberies appeared to be so easily accomp~ 
lished; it is difficult to estimate the influence upon the young 
people present. 


Both of these houses are owned by the same (White) firm. 
Admission fee 25 cents up - depending presumably upon the number of 
"a1 but nude women" to be displayed in the vaudeville. 


, There are a number of dance halls in Tampa operated for 
colored people. The vast majority of the patrons are between the 
eges of 17 and 25. The type of dances permitted, and the lack of 
aceauate supervision, result too often in unwholesome conduct. To 
4liustrate the conditions of the larger dence halls, two will be 
priefly described: 


The Lafayette Dancing Academy located on the corner of 
Herrison Streét and Central Avenue, is a two story brick building: 
5t has a cavacity of 500, with en average attendance of 250. Its 
petronege is cosmopolitan in type, in that it admits any one with 
the required admission fee - usually 75 cents or $1.00. Sanitation 
and ventilation are fair. : 


4 The Marti Maceo, corner 6th Avenue and lith Street, 

(Cuban Club), nas & dance hall on tne second floor. It has a capa- 
city of 300. The hall is well ventilated and kept clean. This hall 
represents, perhaps the best behaved colored dance patrons in Tampa. 
The fees range from 75 cents to $1.00. 


The Negro pool rooms in Tampa are very poorly ventilated, 
and sanitation conditions are very unsatisfactory. Only one of the 
nine pool rooms observed, was properly ventilated and kept cean. 
Tro have barber shops in front, separated only by a screen parti- 
tion. Practically all of the patrons were less than 27 years of 
ace, and a considerable number unouestionably were minors. Vul- 
garity and profanity, to say nothing of gambling, were prevalent in 
practically every one of the nine observed. The prevalence of these 
conGitions of course, tend to keep the better element of Negro 
citizens from enjoying a form of recreation which may have en in- 
portant social, health, and educational value. 


CONCLUSION 


For a colored population of 23,000, Tampa provides a 
Branch Library and a salaried playground Supervisor. The City of 
Tampa prevides no public park for Negroes: it provides no pley- 
grounds, except unequipped school grounds: it provides no puplic 
pool or beach. The private recreation and amusements are of such 
nature that the Negro public receives no benefit therefrom. The 
Commercial recreation and amusement is of such nature and so poorly 
supervised, that it perchance is more harmful than beneficial. 


SOCIAL AND CORRECTIVE AGENCIES 


There are nine Social and Corrective Agencies serving 
legroes in Tampa. One of these, The Tampa Urban League and its Day 
Nurseries, is confined to the Negroes, while the other eight have a 
more or less limited service with them. The Social and Corrective 
Agencies serving Negroes, are as follows: 


The Tampa Urban League and its Day Nurseries, 
The Family Service Association, 

Traveler's Aida Society, 

Seamen's Church Institute, 

American Red Cross, 

Juvenile Court, 

The Salvation Arny, 

County Jail, 

The Stockade. 


The Tampa Urban League and its Day Nurseries 


The Tempa Urban League is interestéd in anything that 
touches Negro life from the highest and most dignified type of socisl 
life to the jails and stockades. 


There are four paid members of the Urban League staff pro- 
per, and three members of the Helping Hand Day Nursery, and two of 
the ‘Kiddies! Safety Harbor Day Nursery. The members of the staff 
proper are: The executive secretary whose duty it is to look after 
the community work and all other things related to Negro life; a 
family case worker whose duty it is to do all family case work for 
the colored people of Tampa, and organize clubs and forms of recrea- 
tion for youth. Since October, this worker has had an average of 
more than a hundred active cases and has been unable to do any or- 
ganization and recreational work. An industrial secretary is in 
charge of employment and bookkeeping for the organization, and a 
stenographer does the typing for the entire staff. 


This organization is one of the eighteen agencies of the 
Tampa Welfare League and Community Chest. It is supported by the 
Community Chest and small donations from friends. 


In the absence of a detention home for Negro delinquent 
boys and girls, the Tampa Urban League hes the responsibility of 
child-placing for juvenile delinquents. It is the duty of the 
family visitor to locate a home in a private family for any child 
needing a home. At present the county jail is the only available 
means of detention for Negro juvenile delinments. One juvenile 
delinauent was placed in a private home in October, three in Novembc1: 
two in December, none in January, and eleven in Feoruary. In addi- 
‘tion to these cases, two boys were sent to the St. Joseph's Catholic 
School at Pensacola. Also three children were placed temporarily in 


a home, but escaped before definite arrangements could be made. From 
time to time, certain of the most incorrigible juvenile delinquents 
have been sent to the State Reformatory at Marianna. The family 
visitor has also left some children in their own homes, under suver- 
vision, and efforts have been made to effect certain desirable chang- 
es. 


A large percentage of the family visitor's cases are the 
direct result of adult delinquency. The types of cases dealt with, 
are: illness, juvenile delinauency, desertion or non-support, adult 
delinquency, old age, unemployment, and people with an anti-social 
point of view. Conditions which give rise to these situations are 
many. It may be bad housing, old age, immorality, mental defective- 
ness, unemployment, no business equipment, lack of supplies or train- 
ing, lack of recreational opportunities, injustice in legal procedure, 
inability to properly spend their earnings, intemperance, or.other 
conditions. 


Tne only funds for material relief available for use by the 
. family visitor, are provided by the Family Service Association. In 
‘addition to such limited relief as can be given to families from time 
to time, two Negro families receive county pensions which amount to 
$10.00 per week. Three or four applications for Mother's Pensions 
have been made recently, but the County Commissioners have not as yet 
grantec such a pension to a Negro mother. 


The Day Nurseries are concerned almost wholly with child 
welfare. The Helping Hand Day Nursery was opened in September, 1925. 
The Kiddie's Safety Harbor Day Nursery started March ist, 1926. They 
have both advanced rapidly, enrollment increasing from 3 to 160, and 
from 4 to 75 respectively. The Helping Hand Day Nursery had an 
average of 45 children per day during the month of March: the 
Kiddie's Safety Harbor had from 20 to 30 per day, except Thurscay 
when the mothers were off from their work and kept their children at 
home. The group often drops to 7 or 8 that day. fTnese nurseries 
open at 7 A. M. and close at seven o'clock in the afternoon. These 
nurseries,at the minimum. charge of 75¢ per week, provide food for 
the children and give them kindergarten training, amd the best of 
service while they are in their care. Some of the mothers are so 
poorly paid for their work, however, that the keepers have found it 
necessary to cut the amount they pay and give them milk for nights 
_and week-ends. , 


In addition to the money given to the Nurseries by the 
Welfere League and Community Chest, $25.00 is given each month by the 
Federation of Women's Cluds (white). A creditable piece of work is 
Gone by both Nurseries. These two Nurseries have from one to two new 
inmates each week, and a bit of friendly rivalry exists between them. 


The statement from the Family Service Association, tells 
the connection between the Urban League case worker and tne Family 
Service Association. 


The Family Service Association 
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In 1926 the monthly average of cases under the Urban League 
was 25. In 1927 the monthly average of cases uncer the Urban League 
was 125. In 1926, 14% of the cases under the Family Service Ass'n 
were Negroes; and in 1927, 40% are Negroes. in February $1753.38 
was spent for material relief for the families under care - $1631.42 
for white families and $121.90 for Negro families. — 5 


The Urban League case worker functions under the super- 
vision of the Family Service Association ~- funds for material relief 
furnished by the latter, salary by the former. 


Case work has revealed the need of better hospital facili- 
ties, larger accommodations at the County Farm, more schools, school 
attendance officers, institutions for children, orphans, half orphans, 
and also boarding homes, maternity homes, a home for delinauent color- 
ed girls, a déntal clinic, and a colored probation worker. 


Tne Traveler's Aid Society 


The Traveler's Aid Society at the Tempe Union Station, 
averages around 200 Negro cases during a year. The types of cases 
coming to the attention of the Traveler's Aid worker, are usvally 
cases where travelers fail to be met, runaways, old people traveling 
alone, physical disability, lack of funds, and inexperiénce in travel- 
ing. The Traveler's Aid Society exhausts its own resources before 
calling upon other agencies for assistance in handling Negro cases. 
The Tampa Traveler's Aid Society is compelled in most cases, both 
white and colored, to give only temporary relief,for the reason of 
insufficient funds to do "long time" case work. — 


The Negro travelers have eae very confortable waiting room at 
the Union Station and share in the same accommodations as the white 
travelers. The relief stations are régulerly inspected and kept in 
good condition. A maid is assigned to duty in the colored waiting 
room. 


The Traveler's Aid Society has been unable to provide a 
colored worker, but with the co-operation of the Negro employees 
Within the station, is in a position to keep in touch with the \ 
problems arising. Plans for traveling are made for inexpsrienced 
Negro travelers coming to the atisntion of the society, and in cases 
of illness or children traveling alone, or any other case needing 

‘attention, wires are sent to transferring and destination points. 


Runeway girls and boys under the surveillance of the 
‘Traveler's Aid Society, are allowed to remain near the desk in the 
white section of the station. This organization is of great aid to 
other social agencies sending passengers elsewhere. - 


There is no restaurant at the Union Stetion for Negroes, but 
through the offices of the Traveler's Aid Society, food can be pro- 
cured from the white restaurant for Negroes in specific situations. 


Seamen's Church Tnstitute 


OLLIE 


The local Seamen's Institute now plans to develop & program 
for Kegro seamen comparable to that for the white seamen. Up to’ 
this time. however, it has been able to render aid only to indivi- 
dueis in cistressing circumstances. 


Recording to @ survey made by the Tampa Seamen's Church 
cute, over a period of two weeks, March 21st through Avril 4th, 
sen ships of various kinds with mixed crews, and seven with 
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crews, were docked in ‘Yampa. Te 18 ships of mixed crews had 
tel of 225, 116 of whom were Negroes. 7 ships with Negro crews 
a total of 48. Out of the total of 164 Negro seamen, 48 were 
e 


nea on, leaving 116 on shore. 
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This information was secured at a time when there was very 
mach less shipping than at other seesons of the year. Using the 
mayerial collected as a basis, 4t woulda be fair to estimate that 
there are in port, when shipping conditions are normal, at least 
400 Hegre seamen. 


Lt present there are no headquarters for colored seamen in 
Tampa, either in the nature of an employment office or poarding house. 
Those who come into port go to some boarding house where they have 
very few accommodations. Usually they pay $1.00 for a single night 
and $3.50 for a week's lodging 


The American Red Cross 


The Tampa Chapter and the Booker T. Washington Branch of 
the American National Red Cross render service to approximately 200 
Negroes a month. These services pertain to claims of veterans of the 
Givil War, Spanish American War, and the World War; also their 
families and dependents. 


Compensation claims are filed for ex-service men who have 
war Gisebilities; medical and hospital attention is secured for ex- 
service men Who have war Gisabilities, as well as those having non- 
service connected disabilities; compensation claims are filed for 
derendents of disabled end Geceased ex-service men. 


. In order to give accurate information regarding the kinds 
of service rendered by the Tampa Chapter and its Branch, the differ- 

ent services and claims which ere hendled for the ex-service men 

_ their femilies and dependents, are given as follows: 


Adjusted Compensation Claims, 

Adjusted Compensation Death Claims, 
Adjusted Compensation Inauiries, 
Allotment and Allowance Claims, 
Applications Admission to Military Homes, 
Bonds of Indemnity, 

Bonus - $60.00 


Burial Cleims, re-imbursement of expenses, 
Certificates in lieu of Lost Discharges - Applications, 
Compensations claims filed - Original, 
Compensation claims - Continued and re-opened, 

ependency Claims, wives end children, 
Dependency Claims, filed after Veteran's death, 
Discharge Investigations "Men in Service" 
Examination, Hospitalization and Treatment, 
Employment Inquiries, 

Guardianship papers of Minor Children of Deceased 
Soldiers and Incompetent Soldiers, ; 

Headstone Applications, 
Home Investigations, 
Insurance Claims. - Reinstatement and conversion, 
Legal Advice re Claims secured, 
Letters of Administration secured, 
Liberty Bond Claims, 
Locating Lost Checks, 
Locating Lost Persons - requests, 
MeGical advice secured - re claims, 
Fension Claims, 
Miscellaneous service and information, 
Reports to and from Chapters on claims, 
Reports to and from Hospitals on claims, 

cate Bonus Claims, 
Victory Medal and Button applications, 


Financial relief is rendered only to ex-service men who 
have war disabilities and are either waiting for hospitalization or 
adjustment of their claims - this in the event that full time empicy- 
ment is impossible on account of war disability. 

Both the Chapter and the Branch maintain Emergency Loans tc 
be used in case of illness in the family and where proper clothine 
and bed clothing cannot be furnished by the family. Old clothing is 
kept on hand at all times, and during the winter months, many calls 
are made for clothing. 


Up to and including March 27th, the Booker T. Washington 
Branch peid for the services of a colored City School Nurse. Besides 
inspecting the school children, the nurse instructed classes in 
First Aid and Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick. fhis service Was © 
inestimable value to the colored people. Records of Health Work can 
be obtained from the City Health Depertment. Last year the each 
also purchased a Gental chair, and a dental clinic was conducted 
for children who were unable to pay for treatment. 
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Organization of colored children uncer the Junior Red Cross 
tends to develop service and good citizenship, also national and 
international friendship. 


The Red Cross finds that the Negro veterans are not wel 
formed regarding their rights es pertains to their war claims, an 
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planning publicity this Spring especially for those who require 
medical and hospital treetmen and dependents of deceased veterans 
Who ere entitled to government compensation. 


This agency renders a remarkably valuable service to the 
N¢égroes in Tampa. The members of the worker's staff seem to be 
equally systematic and thorough with all cases, irrespective of race, 
under their care. 


‘ 


Selvation Army 


Although the Salvation Army feels it can develop a more 
inclusive program for Negroes, at present its activities are limited 
to the donation of Christmas baskets, toys, candy, and fruits to the © 
children of the Day Nurseries at Christmas time. 


Tre Juvenile Court 


The Gocket book containing all cases brought into juvenile 
court, shows that during the period July 1926 to February 1927 in- 
clusive, 724 cases were brought to the attention of the Court. of 
this number 78, or 10.7% of the total, were Negroes. The chief 
probation officer stated that the Negro juvenile Gelinments were 
neither so numerous nor so incorrigible as the children of the 
foreign-born white. The Spaniards, Cubans and Italians brought be- 
fore the court, make up a lerge percentage of tne total. 


The fact of the low percentage of Negroes brought into the 
juvenile court may be indicative of any, or a combination of several 
things. There is no Negro probation officer to report and investi- 
gate Negro cases, There is no Negro school officer except an un- 
salaried volunteer who has been serving Since January. Except for 
the few delinquent Negro boys over ten years who can be sent to 
Marjane, there are no facilities except the County jeil for the de- 
tention of incorrigibles of either Sex, @€ither before or after court 
hearing. Some juvenile delinquents under the Supervision of the 
family visitor of the Urban League, are placed in homes, but because 
of the limited staff of the Urban League, this worker cannot care 
for all cases needing attention, nor edemately supervise those who 
are placed. 


In view of these conditions, the low percentage of Negroes 
, brought before the juvenile court, may or may not be indicative of 
the extent and conditions of Negro juvenile delinguericy. The fact 
that practically no Negro girls are brought into juvenile court, tends 
to suggest that the absence of any type or means of detention for 
Négro girls and, as stated edove, only a very limited and somewhat 
unsatisfactory detention fncilities for boys, 1s a chief factor in 
cetermining the small number of Negroes brought before the court. 


The County Jail 


In the Gounty Jail, March 24th 24th there were ¢61 inmates - 
132 white men, 6 white women, 116 colored men, 7 colored women. Sep- 
arate quarters are provided for each six of each race. The accommo-~- 
Gations are practically the same and the Negro inmates are usually 
well treated by the jail officials. The arrangement provided in the 
corrider for the public to speak with the Negro prisoners, unlike 
that for the whites, there are no booths for Negroes. The food 
for the inmates of the jail, is prepared and served by Negro priso- 
ners. Some few white prisoners are used in semi-clerical work with- 
4n the prison walls - such prisoners as are needed by the jail admin- 
istration. 


: Out of a total of 18 trusties, 14 are Negro men, 4 are 
white men. The larger proportion of Negro trusties seems to be the 
result of the administrative policy of the jail authorities - a 
lerger number of Negroes are needed for cooks, dishwashers and 
ganitors, than whites for semi-clerical work. 


Hospital wards are provided for the sick - separate wards 
are provided for venereal patients. 


The City Stockade 


The City Stockade, an old building with a new top floor 
recently added, has a capacity of 100. On March 25th, the day the 
City Stockade was observed, 191 prisoners were housed in this Duild- 
Sng. It is needless to point out the resulting over-crowded condi- 
tion. Of the 191 incarcerated, one was a white woman, 11 were Negro 
women, while the remainder was made up of men, half of whom were 
Negroes. The majority of the Negro men are placed in the stockade 
for drinking, fighting and gambling: most of the Negro women for 
fighting. 


Separate quarters are provided for Negro men, white men, 
Negro women and white women. The first floor is occupied by those 
who are confined within the building. The second floor is used as 
sleeping ouerters of the men who are detailed to outside work. The 
bunks are crowded and the beds are often dirty and unkept. There are 
no lice or other vermin. It is the policy of the jailor to burn the 
clothes of infested inmates, and fumigate the room. 


Shower baths are provided for the inmates. The quarters 
provided for the colored people are practically as: well kept as those 
for the whites. The same type and portions of food are provided for 
each also. , 


AGult Delinauency 

The following figures from an analysis of the daily reports 
of arrests made by the Police Department, are of significance in a 
consideration of extent and conditions of adult delinquency among 


the Negroes in Tampa. 


Race and sex distribution of total arrests, excluding 
arrests for traffic violations: (Traffic violations ars excluded 
‘since theré is not a strict classification by race for some type of 
traffic violation.) 


TOTAL ARRESTS : WHITE : NEGRO 


: TOTAL HALE MALE: TOTAL WALES FEMALE 


*10;873 3 6,293 5,795 498 : 4,002 3,287 715 


Approximately 40% of the persons arrested during this six- 
month period, were Negroes. This large percentage of arrests from 2 
group of people constituting only 29% of the entire population of 
the city, will receive consideration presently. 


Principal Causes of Arrests 


(Séptember '26-February '27) 


CAUSE TOTAL : NEGRO 

>: TOL M HS % OF TOT 
Disorderly Conduct 1959 : 988 743 245 50.4 
Drunk $313 : 877 726 151 26.5 
Gambling 1244 : 628 614 14 50.5 
Possessing Liquor 981 : 406 516 SO 41.3 
vagrancy 741 : 368 557 11 49.6 
Disorderly Houses [G2 ore. Bel 166 115 50. 
Assaults Sepcem: 2eOr: 152 38 53.5 
Larceny soy =  iee 107 16 43. 
Carrying Concealed 
Weapons 164 108 105 3 65.8 
Robbery 62 24 23 1 58.6 
Murder 16 7 2 5 43. 


ee 


Although, as seen above, the Negroes are arrested as often 
for gambling, disorderly house, assaults, disorderly conduct, vag- 
rency and yet dn concealed weapons, as are the whites who are numcr- 
ically four times as many, it is net necessarily tzue that the <- 
Negroes are born with oriminal inclinations, or thet they are fundi- 
mentally anti-social. Any ecnsideration of the number. of arrests in 
one group eas compared with another, is unfair unless conditions in - 
both cases are taken into consideration. And even when conditions 
are generally tne same, there is yet the question of liklihood of 
arrest for similar offenses to be considered. The nmunber of arrests 
of Negroes in Tempa must be considsred in the light of the living 


conditions of most of the Negroes. The Negroes live in the crowded 
cheap-rent area - they cannot pey the rest elsewhere: their ability 
to pay is dependent upon the earning capacity of the breadwinner. 
This element of the population has no publicly provided parks, and 
only a very limited amount of wholesome recreational facilities of 
any kind is aveilable to the masses. Activities exist, whether pro- 
perly supervised or not. In this area of unsupervised activity, 
there is @ minimum of full-time police protection. Lighting facili- 
ties are not adequmte. Added to these conditions, which tend to 
$ncrease anti-social behavior, is the fact that practically one- 
tenth of t Negroes in Tampa are illiterate, as compared with less 
than one p cent of the whites. Any comparison of numbers of 
arrests made in Negro town and the white sections of the city, must 
be accomplished by a comparison of living conditions, recreational 
facilities, police protection, street lighting, prevalence of ill1it- 
‘eracy and other conditions which tend to determine the amount of 
anti-social behevior within any group, irrespective of color.. It 
4s likely trué@ that a comparison of arrests represents & comparison 
‘of the conditions which lead to anti-social behavior, rather than 

to a comparison of fundamental tendencies. 
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What has been said with regards to a sound basis for the 
comparison of statistics dealing with the prevalence of anti-social 
behavior in one group with that of another, is also applicable in 
making any comparison of the extent and condition of social prob- 
lems, for practically all of the problems of public welfare known 
to the modern community, are accentuated by the conditions which 
obtein in the congested cheap-rent areas. Tnese areas not only 
attract the residuum of society, but they react upon those persons, 
who for one reason or another, are compelled to live in them. 


The fact that the Negro in Tampa, as in other southern 
cities, lives in these cheap-rent areas, is sufficient proof that 
they are in need of the programs of all the social and corrective 
agencies known to the modern community. 


Le 


EMPLOYMENT 


fETHOD 


Representative Negro skilled tradesmen were interviewed 
and had in general conference. In addition to an enumeration of the 
skilled trades represented, there is an accompanying statement of 
the status of the Negro in the trades. The statement of conditions 
of domestic service is based on the experiences of a Negro employ- 
ment agency, expressions from servants and employers of domestic 
servants. The situation of the common laborer is based upon a detail 
study of specific conditions obtaining in certain hotels and busi- 
ness enterprises. 


Skilled Trades 


Although the majority of the Negroes in Tampa, as else- 
wnere in the South, ere employed as day laborers in construction 
work, as domestic servants, and as bell boys in hotels, janitors in 
office buildings, there is a considerable number of Negroes following 
some one of the skilled trades. 


No less than 35 brick layers are employed regularly in 
Tampa: they work under similar conditions as the white brick layers, 
having the same hours and receiving the same pay - ($1.75) per hour. 
The local white and colored brick layers have a union, which is 
affiliated with the national and international organization. The 
colored members pay the same dues and have the same privileges in 
so far as the business of the local organization is concerned, ex- 
cept when white members of the union refuse to work on the job with 
the colored. In this case, as a general rule, the union fails to 
afford the colored brick layer adequate protection. 


Carpentry 


There are 25 first-class Negro carpenters in Tampa. The 
hours, wages and condition of work are determined in no small degree 
by the relation which obtains between the white and colored carpeéen- 
ters. The white carpenters local union wijl accept no Negroes. The 
Negroes, in an effort to receive the benefits from organization, 
have effectea one of their own. At present its status is not well - 
defined, in that officials of the national organization, who investi- 
gected the differences existing between the white and colored unions 
in Tampa, have not yet made their recommendations. In the meantime, 
tne colored carpenters not being duly recognized, have dispaired of 
the further usefulness of their union. The fact that the Negroes are 
not recognized as union men, leaves them under a very marked handicap, 
namely: plumbers and paihters are not allowed to work except on 
union jobs. : ) 


Painters - Papernancers 
Haan eee eee cS a as, Se 


ike the carpenters, have not 


Painters and paperhanscers, i 
he local union. Out of 29 painters, 
ny 
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been allowed to affiliate with ¢ 
So are experienced in paperhanging. 
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17 of this number receive $1.00 
per hour and adhere to the 8-hour day. Some of these contract their 
own job while others work under ccntractors. A strong painters! 
union was maintained from 1910 to 1915. It was not permitted to 


affiliate with the white union, and consequently its members failed 
to maintain union standards. Eventually the colored members began 
under-bidding each other and the wrion was abandoned. In the ab- 
sence of any standard eas to hours. 6nd wages, each painter is left to 
name the terms for which he will work. These terms vary from time 
to time in accordance with the demand for painters. 


‘Type Setters 
jpe operators, one of the latter 


a by the Tampa Bulletin Printing 
ent owned and operated by Negroes. 


Type setters and lineo 
and six of the former, are emplo; 
Company, @ local printing establ 


ome 


Cigar Makers 


There are many colored cisar makers in Tampa, the majority 
of the most skilled being Cubans and British subjects. The Negro 
artisans work under exactly the same conditions as the white cigar 
makers - most of whom are Spanish, Cuban or Italian. ‘The Negroes 
are seated indiscriminately throughout the work floor, and receive 
equal amounts of pay on a piece price basis. The operators of the 
factories are Spanish and Cuban in main, and make no distinction 
along color lines in the employment of cigar makers. Many superin- 
tendents do not know how many Negro cigar makers they employ. Some 
factories have practically none, wnile others employ as high as 25% 
of the total. In general, the majority of the Negro cigar makers 
are found in factories where the cheap and medium price cigars are 
made. There are however, exceptions to this general situation: the 
best paid worker in one of the factories making the highest price 
cigars in Tampa, is a Cuban Negro. He mekes $40.00 to $50.00 per 
week. At another factory, home of a lower priced cigar, an American 
Negro earns the highest wage. 


Electricians, Plumbers, Mechanics 

‘ per license to do electrical 
work, plumbing work, or expert me al repairing, except under 
the supervision of a master mecha ic, @ll of whom are white. There 
are meny hegroes, however, under tne Supervision of master mechanics, 
who to all practical purposes, function as electricians, plumbers, 
and mschanics - the latter two béing quite numerous. These Negro 
"helpers" receive, in the case of phunbing, S0¢ per hour: the pay 
for helpers in expert repair work, is practically the same. 


No Negro in Tampa hes th 
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Tatlors, Barbers and Manicurists are discussed under the head of 
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‘rasiness and Professions’. 


Unskilled Labor 


In Tampa, as elsewhere in the South, the majority of Negros 
ere employed by-white people. They are employed by private families 
in the capacity of general domestic servants, maids, butlers,’ chau- 
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ifeurs and lawntenders; by hotels as cooks, bell boys, maids, and 

je an’ BOTS4 by business establishments as elévator pilots, truck 
arive errand boys, end janitors; by private and mimicipally owned 
a poeta tah construction companies a8 manual laborers; and by the 
cigar industry eas common laborers. Although as mentioned above end 
elsewhere in this study, there are some professionally trained 
Negroes - physicians, ministers, dentists, teachers and others, some 
whe own and operate business enterprises, “and not a few semi-sicilled 
and skilled laborers, the vast majority are dependent for a liveli- 
hood upon those types of work mentioned above, which types of work 
afford least permanent employment, least chances for advancement, and 
are least well remunerative. 


Domestic Service 


The fact that Tampa is a resort center, affords one type 
or another of domestic employment to a very large number of Negroes 
of both sex. Although some few foreign-born whites and American 
whites are employed, the Negroes are used almost entirely in this 
type of work. 


The hours for service in domestic employment in Tampa, as 
elsewhere, are dependent largely upon the will of the employer. Aside 
from this element, the hour for supper, number in family, desire of 
the wife for recreation after supper, are a1l1 facts which may affect 
the number of hours spent in service. Speaking in terms of average 
hours however, a cook usually works eleven and one-half, a maid 
eight, a nurse ten. Men employed in private homes have the same 
hours in most cases as women. Day servants usually work eight hours. 
General domestic servants are given an average of two afternoons off 
during each week. In the case of cafeterias and hotels, hours vary 
in continuity, in that there is an afternoon off and a period with 
later hours on at night. 


The average wage for women at present, is about $8.50: for 
men in domestic service, $14.00 per week. Pay is supplemented in 
many cases by carfare, old clothes, and in other ways. 


The Negro's reaction to his job, ,is dependent to a large 
extent upon his temperament and the treatment accorded him. VWhere- 
ever the employer is too exacting, the amount of turnover is high. 


As a general rule, the employers of domestic service can be 
praced in two groups: Those who keep servants for many years, and 
ecs@ who s¢ldom kecp one for a period of more than two months. Thesc 
beige keep their servants for years, aquite naturally find them satis- 
factory. This is determined, of course, by the demands and tempera- 
ment of the employee, no less than by that of the employer. The 
chief faults which those who cannot keep servants, state are: 


. Servant requires too much supervision; is not polite; lack of ¢x- 
perience; or not Willing to stey after hours in an emergency. There 
is another side, however, which cannot be ignored. A large propor- 
tion of turnover is due to a lack of application on the part of the 
servant. He-fails to stick to his job in many instances, not ctecause 
his situation is disagreeable, but because he is satisfied wit 

ittle. Others are lazy and shiftless like many in all grouns, and 


In many instances there is genuine interest in t 
on the part of the employer: the servant or members of the 
are loaned or given money for cmergencies, due to ill health o 
misfortune. In other instances however, it seems to be a mat 
geeting as much as possible for as little as possible - this 
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logy being shared by employee and employer alike. 


fe The "help" in Tampa lives for the most part, off 
_tises except in those subdivisions that are situaetéea far? 
it is usually difficult however, to find Negroes who ere willi 
live on premises. They seem to be of the opinion that when on the 
premises, there are no hours for getting off and no opportunity for 
-sociel and recreational activities. Sometimes it is very neccessary 
_to remain up until the household returns from some form of entertal 
ment and be ready for service at this time. Occasionally buzzers 2a: 
placed in the rooms of the servants so that tney may be awakened at 
hight for hot water bottles and other small services. In most cases, 
those who expressed a willingness to live on premises, were those 
“Who found rents too high for the amount of money earned. 
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a It is a rare thing to find an employer visiting the home 
of the employee except in the case of Negroes living in the Nest Hycéc 
Fark séction. The distance to places where Negroes work in Comestic 
service, is very great. The bulk of whites employing Negrcees for 
this kind of service, live in the Ryde Park, Sulphur Springs, Davis 
island, Pelma Celia, and other subdivisions in the Gandy Bridze sec- 
tion, all of which are a great distance from the section where the 
“bulk of Negroes live. This no doubt, accounts for some of the tardi- 
hess in the matter of getting to work on time. 
Bovsls, Kestaurants, Business Offices 
. Negroes are employed as porters, bell boys, elevator pilots 


“Goons, and maids in all of the hotels in Tampa except the Floridan. 
Even in the latter hotel, Negro maids were employed only after white 
maids haa proven unsatisfectory. 


The Hillsborc Hotel employs colored people for chamber 


“maics, cooks, bell boys, Waiters and elevator pilots. Many have be 
On the job for more than ten yeers: the turnover is very small. Hesd 
lots 


2° peid $40.00 per week; assistant cook $29.00, elevstor pi 
es « 
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sotel has nine maids, ten bell boys, one head 


oc 
ané two cooks - all colored. Five of the bell 


Tampa 
Bell boys receive $30 


er, nine waiters, ot 

s have been at the hov 

-|month and .tips. 
Negroes - 


Floridan Hotel: 22 out of 150 employees are ] 
week; 5 linen carriers, 40¢ each per meal; 


hember maids, $10.00 4 
mn public toilets, $60.00 per month and tips. 

Negroes are employed in practically all the restaurants in 
pa: in some they co the cooking, while in others they serve the 
sts, and in most cases they wash the dishes, mop the floors, and 


the general clean-up work. 
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There is hardly an office building, retail establishment 
any size, bank or newspaper office, which does not employ some 
proes aS janitcrs, truck drivers, or general errand boys. Falks 
partment Store, for example, employs four maids and six porters. 
Rte and colored receive the same pay for the same work. 

Dursmar's Janitor Service employs one white inspector; all 
ners are colored. Sixteen janitors, $60.00 to $100.00 per month: 
ree elevator pilots $60.00 per month. 
U. S. Post Office employs ten Negroes as postmen. They 
ve thse same hours and pay as white carriers. Negroes are used in 
slorea sections, except to substitute for a white carrier occasion- 
ly. Some white people object to this however, for they dislike 
yr a Negro to come to tneir front door. 


dustrial Employment 
Large numbers of Negro men are employed by construction 


ompanies and business houses of various kinds. 


Wall Hardware Company uses white and colored 
week, the former 


r are paid $21.00 per w 
packers and janitors, are used. 


The 


Knight and 
ruck drivers - the latte 
94.00. Colored elevator pilots, 


ery little turnover. 


The Tampe Gas Company employs. 100 laborers, 80 of whom a? 
Both races work 9 hours per day and receive 50 to 35¢ per 
~otal of 180 leborers laid off recently by this 


olored. 
At present, white employees are replacing 


our. Out of a 
ompany, 150 were Negroes. 
the Negroes at no slow rate. 
Water Works Department affords employment to a large numbes 
s and as hydrant fixers. Many efforts ere 
t jobs held by Negroes, but it is not 
so as to take on 
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of Negroes as ditch cigés 
mede py white laborers to ge 
the policy of the depsrimsnt to lay off Negroes 


Wise 
unemployed whites. 
250 employees are 


Department, 25 out of 
supplant Negroes by 


In the Sanitery 
It is the policy of the department to 


legrocs. 
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white workers at this time when there are so many white pcople who 
are unemployed. This work pays $2.75 per day. 


; Cone Brothers, as most street and other contracting com- 
panies, employ @ great number of Negroes. Work day is ten hours, 
pay 30¢ per hour. Several gangs have been laid off recently, irres- 
pective of color, and others will be laid off presently because of 
lack of work. 


The comparisons mentioned in the foregoing, were pointed 
out to illustrate some of the situations which the Negro laborer 
feces in Tampa. Many business concerns are cutting down their lebor- 
ing forces: in many cases the Negroes are laid off first, while in 
others they are not. Each employer has a personal attitude towards 
the Negro laborer: one employer for example, stated that he pre- 
ferred Negro laborers because they would work in rain, while white 
laborers refuse to. In spite of the fact thet he prefers Negro labdor- 
érs, he is at present supplanting Negro labor by white labor. He is 
doing this because he wishes to help the white laborers, scemingly 
forgetting that the Negro, no less than the white laborer, suffers 
from unemployment. 


In the collection of the data for the statement on Housinz- 
and Sanitation, many heads of Negro families were observed who were 
temporarily unemployed. The increase of cases handled by the family 
visitor of the Urban League, also reflects the employment situation. 
There have been no discontinuation of businesses employing Negroes, 
but practically all have fewer employees now than a few months ago. 


In addition to these general conditions, which have re- 
sulted in the unemployment of hundreds of Negroes, this is the slac’: 
period of the year in the cigar-making industry, as well as in the 
shipping business. : 


These seasonal and general depression periods, affect the 
entire community, particularly the laboring class, which is dependen. 
upon regular and continuous employment, and most particularly the 
Negro laborer, who because of the type of work which he does, is mos: 
likely to be laid off first. In an effort to supplement the family 
income in most of the Negro homes in which the father is not able 
to find employment, the mother takes in wading, or the daughter 
enters domestic service, or the son drives a dray ana sells coal and 
wood from house to house. 


> Employment Agencies 


Bs 
served before they are considered. The fees varv with the type of 

. 3, i ‘ = & 
b, ranging from $1.00 to $10.00. In some cases a registration fee 
charged, which is never returned if a job is not secured for th? 
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_ CHURCHES 


General Statement and Method 


Aside from the home, the Church is the most important 
factor in the life of the Negro. It touches the lives of more 
people than any other institution, and for the majority of Negroes 
the minister is still the most outstanding leader. Any study of 
Negro Life that excluded the Negro church, would be a vital omission. 


The information in this report is eas accurate as could be 
expected under the existing circumstances. For the most part, the 


‘churches do not have complete records, and the information given is 


not mathematically exact. In almost every case, it is an approxi- 
mation. The tendency has been to cver-state the numbers rather 


than under-state them. Therefore, any statement that hes to do with 


the total church membership will be generous, somewhat padded, and 
in the very nature of the case, an estimate rather than a mathemati- 
cal fact. For example, the total in the male end female columns 
should alweys equal the total membership, but this is not so in 
every instance. The editor has not tampered with the figures in 
this respect. The report is valuable, however, in that it does 


‘show the general status of the Negro Churches in Tampa, and the com- 


mittee is quite certain that the total numbers have not been under- 
stated. 


Special blanks were prepared for securing data on Churches. 


Committees were organized by denominations - one committee for each 
denomination. 


Number of Churches and Total Membership 
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city directory recorded for 1926. 
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sro Churches witnin 
seven more than the 


These forty two churches and missicns represent ten denomi- 
netions, with a total membership of 9171: active members 4,903, 
and an average attendance of 6577. 

Further analysis of the forty two churches, reveals the 
following information: 


No. of : : ¢ : $ H 4 4 
Cnrurcres °: $ + Males :Females: -Total: : 
in each iil » 2: under : under : sunder: Total: Total 
Denom. _¢ T-M./z A:Me_z 15 _: 18 rA.Att.: 15 :Males:Females _ 
1-Chris- 3: . : : : : ¢ $ 3 
Sheccht tbe AMiset, 1#hig 1802 cener@as states s¢.0(d) The qnuras 
1-Seven . . : : : ‘ $ 3 
Dav Aadv- ; : : : $ : H $ 
entist bva3R. :( 452 7haR 8 >: 46 eorn2o':°8@4 «36 421°: 90 
26-Sanc-¢ : $ 3 : : : 
tified ¢ 265 : 210 : 16 or : 26 or: 265 - 42 :92 : 173 or 
sheedt : >: or : 6% 3 sogre 2 or : or : 65% 
: >: 79% : : : > 15% .: 35% : 
1-O.N.E. 1 349: 167 : Slor: 44 or: 110 : 75 : 141 : 208 or 
: : or 2 8.8% : 12.6% :or 31.5 or : or: 59.6% 
: 247.8% : : : 221.4%:40.4%: 
O-h..E. : B12 2 187 =: 27 0r: 98 or: 112 :125 ‘. 105 : 210 or 
Zion : s op- 2 Be3% : S1.7kt or 3.08 ¢ OF t 67% 

: : 59.9 : : » 35.8%:40% : 33% : 
2-Fpisco-: 375 : 183 : 5lor: 83 or: 228 4: 134 : 145 : 230 or 
pal : 2 or ge1S$omo er -COh 1FoSoPpTss or’: or’: 61.4% 

: 2 48% : : : 60.8%: 35% 138 6%: : 
1g-Bep- :3792 :1910 :320 or : 601 or:2650 : 921 "1434 :2525 or 
tHstiis 2 ore 908.2% «93° 15.8%s° om: or: or : 63% 

: :50. 3% : : 269.8% : 24% 137% : 
seu. Ee : 850 : 500 : 7l or : 105 or: 665 +: 176 ; 299 : 581 or 
: soropo eioycyS. 2f 2eeSher 78% : ors or: 65% 


758.8% : : : > 20% : 35% : 


4-Frim 1232 + 698 : 73 or : 135 or:1190 : 208 : 632 : 699 

Baptist : > or +: 51% : 120.9% : or : or about: about 
ie MESS 56.6%: : + 96% +: 16% : 50% BOG 
OC-A.M.B. 21848 : 899 :105 or : 144 ox: 1033 - 249 : 655 :1065 or 

: eshop. :VB8e7as 7.7%: cr: or: or : 66% 
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There are many interesting things ebout these statistics 
and the most important are the following: (a) Of the total number 
of chuivh members, practically 50%, or to be exact, 47% are 4nactive- 
forty seven out of every one hundred enrolled in the churches of 
Tampa, are making no contribution to the life of the church, and as 
stated at the outset, this is a generous statement. (b) The enurch 
members under fifteen, and that is tne future church, constitute 
only 21% of the total church membership - 13% girls and 8% boys. 
{c) The women out-number the men practically two to one ~ 62% and 
38% respectively. (d) That according to population, Negroes in 
Tampa have twice as many churches @s the Whites. Tne population 
is about 5 - 1, the churches 2¢ - l. 

The report on population shows that Tampa has 23,325 
Negroes: this being true, the church enrollment is 39% of the total. 
fo state it another way, 61% of Tampa's Negroes are unchurched - 
thet is, sixty one of every hundred have no church connection. Com-~ 
es the percentage on the basis of the 4903 active members, the 
act is that only 21% of the 23,525 are active church members. That 
is to say that seventy nine Negroes out of every hundred in Tampa, 
are not active in any church. 


Reverting again to the study on population: Tampa nas 
§,426 young Negroes under fifteen: 3,826 between 6 and 15 years of 
ago. 1,862 of the latter number are males and 1,966 are females. 
As stated above, in the Tampa churches, 1954 are under fifteen. 
Comparing this number with the. total Negro population between 6 and 
15, it is readily seen that 1872 in this age group, have no church 
affiliation, or 51% are churched and 49% unchurched. Of the 1862 
males within this age group, 702 are in the church - that is, 1160 
or 62% of the young boys between 6 and 15 have no regular church 
affiliation. The female population within this age group, is esti- 
mated to be 1966, with 1252 of these having church affiliation, 
‘714 or 38% come under no church influence. 
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Te Church School 


} Another important item of church life, is the Church 
School. The total Church School enrollment is 2059, cP 32% of the 
total church membership. Viewing it from another engle, of the 
85,323 Negroes in Tampa, 12% are members of the Church School, or 
88 of every hundred do not attend Church School. As stated else- 

, where in this report, the number of young reople in Tampa under 
Mfiftecen, is 5,426: 1,582 or 20% of this number, are Church School 
‘pupiis, which leaves 3,844 or 71% of Tampa's Negro youths under 15, 
not comected with the Church School. There are 2,677 males in 
amps uncer fifteen, and 1,975 of these, or 47%, are not enrolled 
pin the Church School. Tampa has 2,749 females under fifteen, and 
“31,497 of this number, or 54%, are not members of the Church Schocl. 
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A more Getailed enalysis of the Church School situation 
can be seen if analyzed by denominations: 
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A further study of the Church Schools of the forty two 
churches, shows that 2& use the wniform lessons and 14 use the 
graded lessons. 14 have & teacher's training class, and 28 Go not. 


Value and Eauipment of Churches 


$539,925 is the estimated value of 25 Churches, with 
equipment. Debts on nine churches out of 23, amounts to $16,560.62. 
Insurance in force on 18 churches, is $70,550. It seems that most 
of the churches are inademately snsuread and would suffer heavily 
in case of fire. Five of the 42 churches have one room in addition 
+o the main auditorium. Thirty seven have no special provision 
for the Church School. 


Type of Structure 


Brick - 5 

Frame -35 

Stone - 1 

Cement - 3 

4 Tents - 2 
Total - 44 


Qualification of Minister 


15 of the forty ministers are Seminary trained: 27 have 
no Seminary training: 4 of the 40 are College graduates. 


Social, Recreational, and Faucational Life of the Church 


With respect to the Social and Recreational life of the 
church, 28 of the 42 churches reported no social or recreational 
life: 14 stated that some social and recreationel work is carried 
on by such organizations as the B.Y.P.U., Ushers Board, Church © 
School, Missionary Society, Young People's Volunteer Board, Epworth 
League, etc. If this however, is considered social and recreational, 
no doubt all 42 churches could have made similar statements. ‘The 
most significant thing about the whole study is the absence of a 
systematic progzam for religious education, social and recreational 
1ife. There are many other contributing causes, but the lack of a 
thorough-going program of religious education, the poor preparation 
made by Church School teachers, and the inadeaate program for 
social and recreational life, account in some cegree for the low 
percentege of church membership in Tampa, and for the emazingly 
apne number of young people under fifteen in the Church Schools 
of Tampa. 
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NEGRO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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An analysis of School Enrolimont 


hes 3322 colored 


With a Negro Population of 25,525, Tamps 
children enrolled in the public schools; 1,547 maies and 1,775 
females. Including the total number of 610 registered in nine pri- 
vate schools, the total school enrolinént is 5,952 = 1,824 males 
end 2,108 females. Distributing, the school enrolizent according to 
ages, there are 1,400 school chilaren beuveen 6 and 9, 949 between 
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10 and 12, and 977 between 13 and 18. Adding to s grouping the 
number found in the private schools, the Committee reports 1,686 
-Detween 6 and 9 years of age, 1,094 bétween Dand 12, and 1,038 
between 13 and 18. 


: According to sex, the Public School has €€1 beys between 
6 and 9, and 739 girls: 505 boys and 444 girls between 10 and le: 
between 13 and 18, 382 boys and 595 girls. It is of interest to 
note that between 10 and 12, there are more boys than girls. 


Of the 3,322 public school children,506 are in attendance 
at India Street, 340 at Booker Washington High School, 576 in the 
West Tampa School, 255 in Dobyville, West Hyde Fark, C55 enrolled 
at Lomax, 560 atHerlem, 60 in the Caesar Street Scnool, and 75 are 
enrolled at Robles Pond. 


It is important to compare the total Negro School enroll- 
ment between 6 and 18 years with the total Negro Fopulation between 
the same eges. In Tampa there ere 5,160 young people between 6 and 
18; 2,415 are males and 2,745 are females. Tnese figures reveal 
the fact that 1,838 boys and girls between 6 anc 18 are not enrolled 
$n the public schools. Subtracting from this number the Private 
School Population, (610), the total of nine private schools, there 
are left 1,228 young people between 6 and 18 that are not in any 
school. This is 23.8% of the total Negro Population between 6 and 
18 years. To state it another way, it almost rmeens that one negro 
child out of every four between 6 to 18 years of «age 5 
school. Of the total not in school, 591 are boys & 
The average attendance in the Negro Fupolic Schoec 
is, of the total number enrolled, an average of @) 
school each day. This is 20.7% of the entire schoo 
Adding 508, the average attendance in the private s 
dGeily attendance is 3,140, which leaves 792, or 20. 
each day. With 1,228 Negro boys and girls between 
age not enrolled in any school and with en everece 
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enrolled absent each day, this report shows that 
school daily. That is to say, 59% of the total neu 
youths between 6 to 18, are out of school Gach cay These facts 


argue most convincingly for a salaried Negro Frecation offi cer. 


tve of the eight Public School Buildings are of brick 


x 

construction, tnree of frame construction. Three of the five are 
recent buildings, one completed two years ago, another eight months, 
and tne tnird just three months ago. This is encouraging and shows 
deciced progress in the building program of the Tampa Negro Schools. 
In addition to these accomplishments, the Negroes of Tampa are look- 
ing formvard to a further expansion of their school program in the 
construction and completion of the proposed Negro High School. 


Perlem Academy, though of brick construction, is not very 
durable ané is considered very unsafe in view of the large number 
of ssucents in attendance. It is even more dangerous in stormy 
weather. 

The Caesar Street School is located in a very congested 
district - building and site are both unsuitable for school. Busi- 
ness concerns are located around and near the school and these,along 
with lack of space and other congestions, make Caesar Street undesir- 
able for school purposes. 


Robles Pond was built for summer and dry weather only. 
The buildin s not ceilea inside, and one can see the clear sky 
from tne inside without looking through the windows or doors. The 
children must suffer greatly during cold weatner. 


Te India Street School is a new building and modern. 

General appearances are good and it is well ventilated. With respect 
to proximity to those it serves, India Street is located in an ideal 
place. It is located however, in the crowded section of the "Scrubdbs" 
and the unpaved sandy surrounding is not conducive to the best health. 
It mignt be stated though, tnat India Street School has a good in- 
fluence on the inhabitants around the school, and this may go 4 long 
way toward making a wholesome environment. 3 


Booker T. Washington High School is a modern building, but 
not eauipped for the carrying on of High School work. It lacks 
laboratory facilities, a school library, and needs further expansion 
of its inéustrial features. It is to be noted however, thet these 
are temporary quarters and that funds are already set aside for an 
€ plant upon a ten acre tract, now in the process of purchase. 

s tnat in the very near futmre, the High School needs of the 
gro youtns of Tampa will be adequately supplied. 
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Dopyville School in West Hyde Park, is not located in an 
: section: it is next to the railroad, and is hardly suitable 
for the cerzying on of educational work. 


The West Tampa Public School, though the most recently 


built and is modern and up-to-date in many respects, is no doubt the 

most crowded of the eight schools. 577 students are enrolled for 

€ight teachers. This gives an average of 72 for each room. Comput- 

ane the aVETage on the basis of daily attendance, there is still an 
os ye ~ tr 4 
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Lomax School has been renovated and made more convenient 
and attractive. With the exception of West Tampa, Lomax is the most 
congested, averaging about 62 pupils to the room. 


All of the schools, except private grounds around Lomax, 
lack sufficient space for play, and with the exception of the meager 
playground facilities at Harlem Academy, the Public Schools for 
Negroes are entirely lacking in playground eauipment. 


The Negro Pyblic Schools are also in need of assembly 
rooms. Seven of the eight schools are built without accormodation 
for group assemblage, and the auditorium at Lomax School is inade- 
quate to house the large student body. 


This report does not show the number of pupils normally 
graded"over age"and"under age". Assuming from a few reports which 
show that a good number are over age, and basing it further on @ 
study made of schools in Tampa, 1925, by Columbia University, it is 
safe to state that a large number of the Negro school children are 
still over ege. The Columbia University report shows that out of 4 
study of 1,294 negro children, 157 were normally graded, 1,084 over 
age, and 54 under age. To state it another way, 12.1% of this 
number was normally graded, 4.1% under age, and 83.8% over age- 

Neny things account for this large percentage of"over age" 
pupils in the Negro Public Schools. Many of the parents are still 
ignorant and do not see the real needa of sacrificing to keep tneir 
children in school regularly. Others for this or that reason, get 
a late start and hence will not be able to overcome this hendicep. 
A few drop out for a few years and start again. There ere others 
who are mentally dull end will always be "over age". With time, 
this ees percentage will in the very nature of the case, be de- 
creased. 


Qualification and Salary of Teachers 


Meany of the teachers hold diplomas from creditable nigh 
schools, normal schools and colleges. Some hold state graduate, and 
first grade certificates; while a few have only a second or third 
grade certificate. 


The maximum salary for women is $100.00: the minimum is 
£60.00. Most of them however, come in the $60.00 and $65.00 class. 
The salary for men ranges from $65.00 to $167.00. The Negro teachers 
of Tampa, as elsewhere in the South, are poorly paid and the wages 
they receive are far below that paid the whites. It is hoped that 
this condition will soon be remedied. The‘negro teacher must keep 
neat, clean, and wear good clothes. The teacner's pesition demands 
that he conform to certain standards in society, and this he cannot 
Go with:such.reager income. Furthermore, the times demand that 
teachers attend summer school end improve themselves. This they can 
hardly do, in view of the fact that it takes all they earn teaching, 
end more besides, to meet the ordinary reqirements of life. Tne 
seleries should be large enough to induce the dest minds to qualify 
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for a teacher's position, and to maks it possible for teachers to 
devote themselves wholly to their work and not have to worry about 
_ "wherewithal shall they be clothed". 
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS 


a As has already been stated, there are nine Private Schools, 
with a total enrollment of 610. ‘The tenth one might be mentioned 
but the teacher has only three pupils, and has these because she 
volunteered to teach one boy who stayed on the street daily and did 
not attend school. This attracted two more, one too young for pub- 
lic school and the mother of the other took him from the public 

- school on learning that Mrs. A. was teaching the other boy. fMThis 

_ teacher has taught private school for six or seven years. Owing to 
cher poor health, she refused to assume the responsibility for this 
school year. 


Brief History of Catholic end Seventh Day Adventist Schools 


he The history of the two Catholic Schools is obviously known 
_ to all. It is an age long policy of the Catholic Church, to promul- 
_ gate the faith of the church through the educational system as well 
' as through the church. There are two of these schools - the St. 

_ Benedict and the St. Peter Xevier, located on Michigan Avenue, and 
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1401 Governor Street respectively. 
iv 
ie ' The Seventh Day Adventist School is located on Scott 

_ Street near Governor. Like the Catholic School, it is the policy 

_ of this church to educate the children of parents belonging to the 

_ Adventist Church. The purpose is stated thus: To help finish the 

4 Work of God on the earth: the basis of study in the school is the 

_ word of God. Each school day, the teacher devotes twenty minutes to 

_ Bible lessons. This is in the curriculum just as English or any 

_ other subject. Tne school is supported by the church and the denomi- 
_ nation. If the church falls short in performing its financial duty, 

_ the denomination takes It up. The school is run primarily for 

> Seventh Day Adventists. It is nevertheless cosmopolitan and all 

" students are welcomed. The patrons pay 15¢ for the first three 

' greces and 25¢ for those beyond third grade. 


| Private Schools of the Methodist Episcopal Church 


i It is the policy of the lethodist Episcopal Church to sup- 
Sport church schools. It differs however, from that of the Catholic 
mand the Seventh Day Adventist Churches, in that the school is run,not 
me primarily for the promlgation of its faith and doctrines, but for 
Mecne community. There are three of these schools, each with a littie 
maifferent history. The cne at Bovman, Constant and Pierce Streets, 
pwas organized by a woman active in the church school. She was the 
mairst to Suggest it; the schocl started about fifteen years ago. 
mor the past eight years the general church has supplemented what the 
pslocal church raised. Fees - from primary through the second grade, 


15¢ a week, and 25¢ for third and fourth grades. 


The M. E. School in West Hyde Park, corner Oregon and 
North A. Streets, has an origin similar to the one last described, 
put differs in*details. While the teacher was training children 
for Church School exercises in church, the appeal came from parents 
of the church and community, to open a kindergarten. Primarily the 
suggestion came from mothers who had to work. This woman had done 
fine work in the Sunday School and the parents felt that she would 
be the right one to take care of their children. Very soon she had 
not only kindergarten pupils, but pupils covering six grades. The 
original charge was 25¢ and is now 50¢ a week. The school started 
Sndependently but was later taken over by the church. 


The third M. E. School in Tampa, known as the Mason Chapel 
Community School, located at 28th Avenue and 27th Street, was estab- 
jished five years ago. Like the other two mentioned above, the 
general church supplements the tuition money in the peying of the 
teacher's salary. The charge is 25¢ per pupil per week, and students 
are enrolled from primary through the fourth grade. The founder 
States that Lomax was crowded and parents felt that little children 
were not getting the proper attention. In addition to this, some 
children in that vicinity were attending the Catholic School, and 
this was a disturbing factor to some and they felt that a school 
nearer than the Catholic School, would offset the inroad the 
Catholics were making. In some cases, parents had to work and they 
wanted some place to leave their children under school age. Others 
complained that Lomax was too far to send their small children. In 
addition to these reasons, some parents prefer sending their child- 
ren to private schools. The pastor, seeing the situation just des-_ 
scribed, organized the school which was in keeping with the policy 
of the M. E. Church. 


Other Private Schools 


The Mt. Zion Private School is located on Michigan Avenue 
near 25th Street. The teacher is a member of Zion Church, and for 
five years has been the church organist. Three years ago she was 
asked by members of the church and community, to start a private 
school. ‘The reasons given were as follows: Lomax too far for the 
children of that vicinity; children were not getting along well in 
the public school, while others said that they preferred private 
schools, provided this particular teacher was to teach the chiidren. 


The private school in the Pri 
Street and 2nd Avenue, has beén in oper 
of. this church and his wife, have for s cred a church 
school: He and nis wife doing the teaching. They usually begin 
witn a kindergarten, but before many days the parents send the older 
j n. The fee for cach child is 25¢ a week, and nine grades are 
The school is run on a community basis, and is undenomi- 
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Another private school is on Constant Street near Governor. 
The school is on the place of the owner. ‘Twenty-one years afo, the 
founder of this school was the District Superintendent of tne A.M.E. 
Sunday School.- This work took her to the Garrison: she found a 
large number of children not in school, and those who were in school 
had to come across the railroad to Harlem. The people in the Garri- 
son felt that Harlem was too far and that it was too dangerous for 
the children to come across the railroad. 


This young woman, who had taught two terms in tne public 
schools, organized during the summer a private school. She onened 
with twenty children and in three weeks had thirty-five. The Fall 
following, assisted by the A.M.E. pastor, the founder influenced the 
Board of Education to establish a public school to take the place 
of the private school. For a while, the Board paid the salary and 
the teacher paid the rent. She did this for one term, at the end 
of which she located the present site of the Caesar Street school, 
Caesar and Finley Streets. The Board bought the two lots and erected 
the school. This lady taught at Caesar Street school for thirteen 
years, at the end of which time she severed her connection with the 
public schools. Feeling that she had been unfeirly treated in the 
public schools, her friends urged her to establish a schocl of her 
own. This she did on her own place, Constant end Governor Streets. 
This school has been in operation for eight years and the etiendance 
is good. Students are in attendance from West Tampa, West Hyde Park, 
Tampa proper, and College Hill. 


Concluding Statement 


Many of these schools have poor ventilation, insufficient 
bieckboard space, poor seating, dark rooms, inadequate desks - some 
made of boxes. Some of the buildings are old, dilapidated and un- 
Fit for human habitation. 


It is clear that cach school has had a different origin - 
no two alike. It is also clear that the motives that prompted the 
establishment of some of these schools were lofty and unselfish. No 
oné who wants to be fair could deny that. This is true with respect 
to the teachers themselves, and the patrons who urged that private 
schools be organized. On the other hand, it mst be admitted that it 
is seldom, if ever, that a private school, the charecter of tnese 
ceseribed, is adequately equipped for doing school work. There was 
& time when one teacher taught all grades, but that day has long 
since passed. No teacher however competent, can teach efficiently 
and well, four, six or nine different all in the, same room, 


and do it as it should be done, and this Condition obtains in the 
mejority of schools described. In addition to voor eautrzment and 

too many grades for one teacher to handle, these schools, being out- 
side of city supervision, have no Gefinite stendgard for the selec- 
tion of their teachers. It is at least questionable if re2l scholar- 
ship and efficiency can be developed and attained under such a SYS Ter. 


BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS 


. In the study of Business ana Professions, the same me thod 
of visits and personal interviews was carried out as obtained in 
securing information for other topics sneluded in this study. ‘Tnis 
report, though not complete in the smallest details, does reflect - 
the general, and to & large extent, the specific conditions of 
Negro Business and Professions in Tampa. 


There are one hundred eighty five (185) Negro business ¢S~ 
tablishments of varying kinds and sizes. They employ four hundred 
(400) persons - women and men. The gross estimated value of stock 
end equipment, is $213,050.00. 


Classification 


Te following list shows the types of, and numbers -of 
business enterprises owned and operated by Negroes in Tampa: 


Number Kind 

“ Bakeries 
25 Barber Shops 

Z Beauty Parlors 

1 Bottling Works 

2 Building Contractors 
1 Business Colleges 

19 Cafes and Restaurants 


21 Gleaning and Pressing (Tailor) Shops 

Cigar Factories 

Confectionary Shops 

Dairies 

Dress Making Shops 

Dry Goods Stores 

Filling Stations 

Fish Markets 

Garages 

Grocery Stores (Meat Markets) 

Hotels 

insvrance Companies (8 Branch offices)(1 Home office) 

Loan and Investment Companies 

Menufacturers of Beauty Preparations 

Musicians (Commercial, Orchestras, etc.) 

Newspapers (1 weekly - 1 Menthly) 

Poultry Markets 

Printing and Publishing Companies 

Real Estate Brokers 

Rental Agencies 3 Shoe Repairs 
Transfer Companies (Two or more trucks) 4 Undertakers 
Pool Rooms 1 Drug Stores 
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Status of Negro Business mmterprises 


Detailed observation of the various enterprises mentioned 
above, reveais the fact that many were poorly equipped and managed: 
others were modern in meny respects. On the whole, Negro business 
seems to be receiving reasonable patronage, practically all of 
which comes from the laboring class. 


Tn the Bakery business, as in most other types of business, 


a keen competition for Negro patronage exists between the white and 
colored owned bekeries. This competition doubtless accounts in 
part for the high quality of products handied by colored Bakeries. 


Beauty Parlors and Hair Dressers 


These offer employment of a semi-professional nature to 
many colored women and are patronized extensively. Although this 
*s practically a new business, it bids fair to become one of the 
most lucrative for the employee as well as the employer. These 
establishments are will eouipped and carry a good quality of 
supplies. 


Barber Shops 


Of the twenty three (23) Barber Shops studied, many 
could be classed as sanitary and doing a successful business. In 
more’ than half of this number however, the sanitary law remiring 
hot towels, instrument sterilizers and other modern conveniences, 
were not adhered to. Several of these shops have pool rooms in the 
rear, Which mekes the service less desirable to many of the patrons. 


Drug Stores 


| Tere is one Negro Drug Store. Quality and quantity of 
goods, service and patronage, are all very commendable. 


~ 


Grocery Stores 


Combination Grocery Stores and Neat Markets run by Negro 
merchants are facing keen competition from stores run by White 
merchents in the same community. Other sharp competitors are the 
large cooperative chain stores buying at wholesale prices, and the 
furtner fact that many Negroes prefer trading with white people. 


Attitudes 
viet Seca Pra 

Ah word should be seid regarding two distinct attitudes 
found to be existing, and which vitally affect Negro business - 
the public's attitude toward Negro business, end the manager's 
sitituae toward the Negro public. 


The public's attitude toward Negro business varies accord- 
ing to the class or kind of business in question, and also according 
to the palibre and training of the people. Seme people place the 
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Negro business man sn contest with the White business man, anc views 


his preducts from @ standpoint of quality, price, quantity and 
services In many cases, if the Negro business man is found the 
jeast bit short, the White merchant gets the business. Others give 
the Negro business man the benefit of the dourt end patronize him 
from a standpoint of racial pride and loyelty. There is a type, 
already mentioned in another place, that will not trade with Negroes 
for no reason other than the fact that they have "always traded 
with White merchants" and prefer to continus. 

Te Manager's attitude toward the Negro Public also varies 
in keeping with his business capacity, sense of justice, and vision 
or business outlook. The Motto of one group 1s "Full value and the 

ast of service". All they ask is e fair chance. There are others 
who give neither value nor service but expect patronage entirely 
. on the grounds of sentiment. It was interesting to find a growing 
sntolerance with the latter group and a Geneand for fair pley and 
an expressed desire for cempetition sn order that a healthy life 
might be kept in business. 


PROFESSIONS 


Negroes are found in practically all of the professions 


represented in Tampa. Upon inauiry and investigation, the Conmittes . 


feels that the majority of Professional Men are satisfied with the 
amount and class of patrenage.and practice they receive from the 
Negre public. It should be stated, however, that at Least 40% of 
the Negroes! patronage, so far as medical treatment and counselor's 
service are concerned, is given to White professional men. 


Undertakers and Embalmers 


There are four Negro Undertekers and Embalmers, all of 
whem hold degrees from creditable embalming schools. The number of 
years practiced, varies from three to sixveen years. 


Attorneys at Law 
: There 4s enly one Attorney at Law, A. B. ane h.°LS"Bae Be 

holds degrees trom reputable schools: has practiced thirty seven 

years - twenty seven years in Tampa. 


Pharmacists 


eel 


— 


C. degree from 


Tampa has one Pharmacist helcing a P ‘ 
> ractice and two 


Menarry Medical College. He has Rad four year 
years resicence in Tampa. 


ee ee 


fe 


Wame of (For Women) Monthly Weekly Sick Burial 


Lodge Membership _ Dues Benefit Association 
House Hold of 
Ruth-7 Lodges 339 $.50 «# 1.00 $1.00-4.00 - 
Order of Calanthe ; 
Ch. Or f. ) 378 Pel es Mees fo &, 2.00-3.00 $350.00 
aughters of Elks 72. .50- 5-00- 


Peul Barrier 
(9 Lodges) 980 »40- 3.00~- 100.00 


Heriones of Jericho 
{Mesons ) Tae -50~ 2.00- ~ 
4 
Bastern Stars 
HMasons~-6 Lodges ) , 7 50- ~ * 


The following list of women's clubs have a total member- 
ship of SES; and undertake to render the important community service 
stated under the name of each organization: 


The Harriett Tubman Mothers Club has forty members. It 
plans to build & working girls Home. This club helps in community 
uplift and deserving ohe arity work;each pays pl. OO per year dues. 
This ¢lub alse owns nalf interest in preperty known as the "Yeung 

Women's Community Center", 1008 Kay Street. 


The Ladies Needle-Craft Circle has 32 members. Its 
object is social improvement, to encourage Art and Neédle Work, and 
heipv in Civic affairs. The members are required to pey 20¢ per 
month cues. 


The Mary Talbert Club has 30 members, and aids din the pro- 


motion of the Community Genter for young woren, and helps in all 


Civic betterment. The members pay 25¢ per month. 


The Flerence Nightengale Nurses Club has 24 members. The 
tobi @@—a.05 seis Club is. to guide more effectively the efforts of the 
profession, ane to develop a spirit of co-operation. The dves for 
each member is 25¢ per as pen It assists the promoters of the 
‘Young Women's Gommunity Center in upkeep of their property, 1008 Kay 
Street. 


tne Willing Werkers have 200 (mixed) members. They plan 
to establish an Orphans Eome, and they help in all Civic movements 
‘for the betitsrment of colered people. Each member peys 107 a month 
Gues. They own two tots 59x]00 with small cottage, veluee at 


'£2,000.00. 


The Dramatic Art Club has 18 members. The object of this 
Club is to encourage the love of real dramatic art among colored 
women and girls, and help to finance the program of the Community 
Center. The members pay 25¢ per month dues. 


The City Federation of Colored Women plans to build a 
Young Women's Communi ty Center: it fosters athletics among the 
young people, andpromotes the general welfare of the aie This 
Club has dues of 10¢ per month. 


The Service Club has 40 DeMRR Ee, composed of business 
and professional men - Joining fee $5.00. The purpose of this 
Club is to foster tne movement for a ¥. M. C. A. The Service Club 
also co-operates with the Tampa Urban League and other Civic enter-~ 
prises. 


Page Missing 


Page Missing 


mt ; , . ie RN SS RA CE RR ena a eT 
’ oat n “4 . ‘ : . ' ° ETT Te a er d . - 
u : : ‘ f 7. ¢ This re. : % Agger es 
* - : - ae ~ . ° be : 
: SY less 5 ; ‘ - —o. 
Beye om * : he : 5 ss + mara REE BEI NE RIE 
‘ rae ere A ; . ‘ . . ia? ‘ | “ 4. 
eee - ‘ Fe est 
ab ds . Fie, ; 
’ ™ tees, ee. i 
Be + OS 
: ie 2 4, ’ 
; an’! zm s ¥ ‘ . 
; - « 
$ ou it 
pes + 20 tp tos - 
: rd bis ; i. | ‘ 
‘ ' © : ; . { 
; : “i jn, 2 ca é 
es Ne ee is 
of a } 
oy : ¢ 
ce 2 I: ® 4 f : eS . 
Ry ( ie = } 4 $ Le ate ve t a 1 t i vi , 
- i pir ‘ . +. eR: 3 io \ stm ntiygt 
=. ee ett i “ Pre, ; : ae | Nee 
p ' he ; ' oe al 
; ’ Rez te . pga ee A ; . Mire alae es adele 
‘ ‘ s £ i . 
; sa Sak he o* t e , te ' 
A ‘ : a Yat ed hi: . 
s <j ; pee be 3 ‘ 
A 1a5t Be any ’ 
tag fa: ‘ fe yi . 
ra | te ‘ 
se iat é 
; ei , F rot ‘ 
Beans PS Aa : ra) 
4 7 ay 3 “ ; ‘ 
ee ihe ae ‘ 
eo Bs * oh : Et! eee ; 
ae ae ag oy a z id 
. : Ya . a : . . " 
my. & 
n a tS ; H 
: ee ; : + ie ¥ gen ph mie , 
y . R ‘ ae aft “ bat 
a : i Re te es 
: ; i | a “ye 
i t : : Bic 2 
: : . / : ieres\! \ ah } : 
i : tz] _ Se 
: a Vat Ht | 
‘ * ye , 
yp erereareenene em i 
geese 1H | 


fog 1S <e 


+ ow ereener ewes 
. 


sens ores 2, 


ey 


ws at gh Ta ee Rao ‘ ot 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


om a | fe 
ab 1 ‘ a Cae ba w5 mee hi ene. 
v8 Faas - * “3. “ | aes ¥ 
. ei : fi i ha rt eh 
od g ee | : 
“ 3 “ r 
, of a : 2 o “A 3 8 sy ' 
oi ua3 wat | veya | 
oe gl gu 8 | ety Nie 
. § Ao ty. 9s My Bi | a 
Rom t, a ae : 
rg wep ok 8 @ | 
ae bed & ak | 
uA A 
& cs) ¥ 
Wa ar: a? eo my Hrd 
“ ol ‘ . ' % <3 wa “3 . d3 i | 
fad cue ou BBE oe Beep 
; © . : ‘ “8 ow Q q ‘42 . : 
| : 5) 3 oe. 
| 8 ae: wo Kp 
See a4 fh do o | 
ce mS ELS +P 
ae ere: hog ie 
rk at Ais ere 
a eee : 
peg ON TT ec Re ee A Nemes aos se ST ee nee ieuaaegi dane Aeieaendnenin <lievemneapaarnenesas SA 3 


Buke Petey PAT eee 
‘oa Um ne 


A ‘ : a -* tf 
A “bs ' : “16 
f a 


: an} “da ; 


se 


eee ae 8 Sn 


eo ata 3 
aeons Shee: Site 


eine ne Sw 


wee heed 


pteteyer Ot et sek 


Sette a 


ing 


cae gti’ 


ay 7, Gili: 


bfateled: 


ner 


jee «Ga Ve 

| ae en ee Home §\\ 
' 

' 


ate 


OO te erates wae: 


consid@ 


& would bea 


“ 


palid ren$ 


alth Depari- 


repair. 


onkiers®, Lafeyetts Street 


éin= tasiness erea ta warrant 
Viedust an’ Drew Street, 


These xont cperters are tog close to the 


wHhad 
Bran 
Pees: 
on my) 
Gp BA 
Soi 
is i a ) 
fli da 
f wo be 
O Ove y Ai or 
fl a Ts bs 44 38 
pap oan s 
&) @ fe ch 


| ut 

7 

wonmy Hove opEeReeiP, | MUTA TLCMTR ee ee eee 

: 7 

 YWost of the homeomners rosic+ in Test Eyée Fez, in the Fe2s Palm Avexse - 
scotion, Tecpa propery sad in Sollege Silke... 9s 

_-- Soe : 
$ ‘ 7 : 

¢ Sa BS A me RES COME wie nen ee 

| /: Ears ee ce Se at 

1 

| 


“sah 


TR 
onset 
tut } 
4 att. 
Wy 2 
é 
f 
$ j 
Udi avauiatchd 


<¢ ae 
ee ie 
os ae 
| . 
| 
f- "l= Fest Palm Avene. College = 


:* Prectically all of the Tegre cimed hones era emipped with electrics lights, are 
located on pered strests, and have inside water and sever connectionge 


Fe | tee oS nee 
a - Bese” a: . 

os . * i 

t + 

! 


- 

¥ 

Sty 

opr’ Su 

ed Nett 

is R iat 
eras 

Pi 


’ 
Lak 
‘i 


Ne 


. lie = . < 
ts oPreh PPR ES sey es 


sere. me eee -+ 
sowie 


he 
‘en 
y 


q | | ; 
i 
| ! 
. : : 
es : | 
| an : | 
- Fi are = fc sheen Bone Ee Kael S wi x5 Mage es 
y ‘ Jn a ne Saks neni | Sollee : : 


| “Colleze Hil 
| With very few exceptions these bones are well equipped end kept. Most of the 


Riad eee Se 


leeking roofs were found agong those whose {income ras least, leborers and GomesticBe 


ae 7) Pa 
4 - 

che a an 

Vy oe 
; ie z 
7 Sr. 
i. = 
. ay 


v jyateeat 


* In College Hill many new 
regigéences ere being built. 
Lots ere available at rec- 

» " oneble cost. ‘here are bat 
few pave’ strests, however, 
an& water end sewer are not 
avaiieble, This is practi- 


ee ee ee ee es ee a ert me tm a 


Yegroes can tuy puilding lots st present. Tig Feshington Fe 
| fire. The aren in vest Eyde Por is utilised, the sens is tree in Toms proper 


end in the fest Pelm Avemee section end Pobles Font. 


| 

q Epic sccob 2 area’ Be ae wee esas Be Ge SEES a se” ' | 
| : 

| 

j 

; 

; 

7 


ee 


-, 
i {/ 


bik St = : , 
‘ERSRO FER QUARTERS. GaNPA FLORIDA 1927 


ee 


ae eaattl Soe i P Lie be 
ane Pag 4 


te mkt gs ates 


ae 
3 
cd 
“4 
“/ 
” 
¥ ead 


bal a a 

Fretpeg TEA $1 Gi frase ry é 

fu.” VE ae F 

‘ se =e as ron ¥ ah ts JF 4 

: < ge Stak oe bs es, . 
. he. |p A Nas, ee te ' 


A 


ts 
Y 
) 
ad. 


et 
A aL Yn 8 
ote d we dp ES 
' 


} 
BA Nae ee EEE EP MEE TS 
> room honsés with inside weter and Sprese Street . Fest Tenpt. iy 


connections, Rént- $6.00 per week These rent quarters, located on 
EHESEXESSeSesk recently these a pared street, with four rooms, Tens 
rs were occupied by white tenants. : for § he SD are weeks. 


ere cheeper than formerly. - ; ies) . | msg 


orsiaa Drive- West Tampa, : 


Se me a a ne ee 


‘ 
3 *- 
' 
. 
' 


ae wT 


Bees ee 2 eat 


cae ee z 
enna ee se 


ne aces 


ace = ae te a * ro ¢ 
See SS ¥. re onan - le _ eda erat ae { 
es. SR A te 
Sisal P "s ~< 


a? * Pm t 
SA RT AR a me tine an Kein i at 4 ate 


ylleze Hill. note unoeevpied ares Colleks Hille. a closs-up of the” 
roun of congested rent quarters in group of houses shown in cut to the leSs 
noe jandlovés crowi quarters so as to reocle 


iso greater dividends on investment, 


rate Det | He os OE Oar Vee be sed ey te! > 
Oe EPS vie Te Ore so pes 9 NEO OE eee POTN GEE 


; — - wun > gumbo — LE lt LT i a eat i ee ee ee | eee ——— iq 
: ea go ge ees | 34 
i es Ji ares 2 : it te TET AER erencepeen stream aN | | at th 
| aa | “Na jede & 
~. of jes 8 
fg ° oO | o+- G& A 
| 8 i { j ee 2 : 
bj 2 
| ‘ 5 y : io Baa 
Pata: I of 6 
“4 woud: oe 8d 
: 2% i" 2B 
“ y es as a Bee 
| eae i | ey P<- 
S| Pee | 4ens 
ot | ee Be ! ia es 
ee : iM OO 
| 08 “8 eae 
t Heed oe - | Bp ss 3 
1 d <j! ao > 
i @ ph ie ‘ jet oO i 
en th om | emt Ae 
a Aan | 1° & a 
cf. a | { et wi 
ma ea | 
a Ap a | 
es t : “= 
i =a il cape 
<j {giant S| oaee ro 
= A ae fat. he = Ths oe 
ga) forte ee! oo a age | de 
‘ Peels eee . aie fag £ 4 : ioe | a 
iM @e® : z Shays 1 | #3 © 
Sale eh 4 | et hy 
a ‘i 3 a hay : ray Ay tf | mo 
wei Paset Eo ead) hdc | B &e 
wl Mo a ay a anes} L 
P| 43 ."}3 3 aH a Ble, a 
cart qi * 4 wg 2 Ee ih | j re 
&Gbee 28 ie 8 o 
ABRs Sav] | @ ” 
aa fing & ag | a ed 
mt oct 4, : Ny a L- f 
a) an f pas 
oO a 5 ” At" a3 
sre) 0 Ba at gp & 
3 q oO 6 ke ei a 
Bé am et O 
2 tid! @& a Hf 
i & o fe x wy 
pages So De 
4 8 fh f Be 5 ES 
etghs a 85 
7 . * f 
: ae 1,8 ese 
“ f> iat cr 
me hats Sena GSTS SE eee ire ge ee la a A : 2 ©: a 


Ft eae) - set 
KetTzo RENT CUARTEZS ThWPR FLORIDA 


Pere ye 


had OO 
—- 4 . 


nk 


| 
( 
ahs | 
Ay fe ey. bah a 

‘iad aa 
i 
} 
i 
{ 

sins MisilAbaien bid deka saan 


. ; ? ee - 
«9 om, M a 
= ne? ? 
a Rui ~ & Bere 
© 4 ; 
_ ; 
- 2% Pane» si 4 : 
— an 
\ eee 
= ia ty ~ a eer 
- oe - a a + 
« Me ss a, a ~ 
a Peni ihe ay pe tae 
“, aye ees mee 
ae exe ee ne 
pe ae 
. 3 - 
ty A ~ a 
“’ a a” a 


A lot 210 feet by 215 feet contains 


2. 
GUaTSErB. 


44 threes room egro zen 


ANS 
oS ey, 
ta] 

1k od 
on 

? 

‘ 6 

$ 


ate 


’ 


‘ . 


wh 


\ ealled Stella Street. 


a ee at A AC A CET A 


—_——— 


a ee ee 


ee ae 


eet en ee 


= «2 ore wy Ls eR 
en En ee 


“Monh Tiouse hag inside water and sever 
connections—~ rent $4.50 per week, 

A yearly income of more than $10,000 from 
a plot of ground twice the size of ths 
area covered by the Hillsborouga tel. 


= eae nee. es . 
i 
t 


is ee eee ten ene Soe 


* 
. 
* 
Lg OAR ee ee et mee 


) 
| 


ie 
: 


| 
$ 


x F 

nol 
MY 
qf] 


balls te r 
in Ae 
i yA j 


a 
4 it 


In these 44 rent quarters 212 people 
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tthe “ols ty ibe Teoma, nrovidds m9 
public pars for Negroes, Neither 
is thers a pobdlicly eters: teach 
or river fronts — 

Belleir Parke $a Test Goma ig 
the only perk for Fesroes in 
Sersae It £9 privately owned end 
mansced, The simcming pool, a - 
portion of the Hillsboroush Eirex, 
is the only plove in or near f= 
were Eaaeass eon sea aes 


‘this wictirs woe. ‘the. Belleiz 
Fatc ¢ence balie= vwesa$ end view, 
peste down the rerere 
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Bost view of Bellatr Pare, locke 
ing up the Hillsboroush River,--= 
this revesis the location of the 
pars, Hote the rubbiech in the 
Pei and. the rafts in the 
éistance 
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She city dses provide a Tlesrs 
supervisor for schoél playground 
activities, fhe selary of this > 
supervisor, and the mearsez school: 
playground equipnent, is the only 
public money spent for Negre 
recrestion in Toma,’ 
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wee eee SP Qvarters® heave been condexned _ 
by the City Depertuent of Health. - 


Weny houses in the “Scrubbs® end: - 
other parts of Tempa have besa condeamed | 
--. ‘by Cit Health Department. For the . 
7 ‘ mos% part these coni mmation notices ; 

-* > Seve been pub up becsuss ths ownsrs. 

of the ment qerters have feiled to. 
«  pffect the water and sever_connections 

‘prescribed by the Eeslth D partment. «| 
° Ghen these houses era condSmmed they are, 
vacstea ani left expt until the .. 
owners have installed the necessary ! 
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ONE DEFINITE D:PROVINESTS CITY DEPAREOUP OF HEALTH 


‘water Yor these femilies, 


plusbing®s. © 0 coe 


- 
- 
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This gkoup of 22 houses, called : 
Mped Guarters™, located between ths 


- ee . — 


Lafayette Street vieduct and the ; 


Union Stebion, very poorly constrested 
originally, era some of the most : 
ongatisfectory ren$ quarters eveilsdle 
to Negroes in Tampa, ‘Thess houses are 
very old and poorly kept: roozs lesk, 
st, A cluster of eisht chronicsily 
stonped-up outside wats? closets sszv3 
these 22 families, Ley of the imtst- 
itants stated that they disposed of 
thitr garbage by burying 1%. Tro sum 
face wells, one of hich wag on} of 
comsiesion in March 1527, provices 


Since Jenusry, 1923, more then 
3000 privies have been condesmed by 
the Gith Health Department, mary of 
these were located in Negro settlecexnts, 
At’ present huntreds of privies in te 
Bellsir Pax section ere under cot 
@exnation and are being replaced by 


Srnside water clossts. Even when the 
present orders of the Feslth Daparicest 
heave been complied with there rill 
rensin more than 1000 priries in 
Tamma—- many of thess ere in ths 

Eegro neighborhoods. 
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i Tne wesh line Goss not Look ao bricht yhen 
‘the Negroes renters place their own linen and 


weekly wash on the vash lines, 
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: mother with several young chide 
dren to works exay from OBS, the . 

income of thefaicr is often inaéce 

quete even then he can, of will, 


ha regolar exployment to sunzert - 


family. One of the most 


ees menns of supplementing ~. 
the farily income is for the 
pores? 


nbeke An peeUnE"s 

‘the Uxban's ‘Seles Dey Tenees 
tes offer en oprortanity for the 
rether who 4s compelle? to vork 
to lecye her children in the cara 
of tsrined persons curing the dey. 
fae chence to vork aney from hoe 
persits the nother te rcLice pare 
pes for her lebor, ani affords son 
exvision and food for her chileren, 
if = mother 4s finonctally able 
she pays §.75 per week for these 
Sagieamn 


ioroughout the rent quarters of 
Heszo neignborhoods im Tampa, as 
Slsewhere in the South, clothes | 
lines and wash tubs are muerous, 
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_ Ghere ere nina privately owed, privately operated, end privately 
ervised Nesro church schoolsiin Tempa.. 610 Negro childreh attend these 
> Usually a axll Grition is charged, A corner of the clutch. 
4 oF & room at the back of the church 4s use& for the cless 

= this réom is not emipped, nor was it constracted, for school 

33 ‘blackboaris, maps, and charts are slrost woheeré of itecs in’ 
jority of these shhoole, The street and other vacant spece about 
arch 3s used for playground purposes, cae net ear 

8 Bchocl’s are the result of two conditions: first, the public 

g £r6 and have been crowdeds sscond, the Negro minister, becsuse of 
ammortencs in the commnity, mces the parents desirous that thelr 
éren be educated by Christian teachers, ‘wo of the nins schoole ars 
oli¢. ‘The Kezru Footestants onite naturally ales see the advantage of 
Church School, | 2 IN 
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